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Preparing Creative Thinkers for the 215 Century
Destination Imagination at Escola Americana

One of the major challenges facing educators worldwide is
teaching creativity so that students become productive and
creative problem solvers, executives and workers. Researchers
do not have a magical formula, but agree that programs like
Destination Imagination teach students skills necessary for the
future.

What are these skills?

-Comfort in disagreeing with others and the ability to try solutions
that depart from the status quo, which may include redefining
problems and relating new information to old information in
novel ways

- The ability to distinguish relevant from irrelevant information
and to evaluate the strength and weaknesses of ones ideas

- Combining knowledge from previously disparate fields

- Ability to persevere through difficult problems and dry spells

- Ability to step away from an effort and return later with a fresh
perspective

- Ability to apply intellectual skills in everyday contexts and to
“sell” creative ideas.

Researchers and practitioners who are establishing guidelines
for educators point to Destination Imagination (DI) as a program
that teaches children many of these skills. DI teams choose
challenging tasks and develop collaborative solutions to achieve
their goals. They work for months on a big project, or Team
Challenge, which can have a focus that is theatrical, structural,
improvisational, scientific or technical. Teams simultaneously
undertake intense training in solving “Instant Challenges” that
hone their collaborative problem solving skills. These Instant
Challenges include creating a structure that can tolerate weight,
creating a vehicle, writing a play or exploring and presenting
history, in a short time frame.

On March 29-31 EA hosted 16 DI teams from South America for
the ImagiNation Celebration 2007. We are proud of the 100%
student — generated solutions and their dedication and hard
work in creative problem solving throughout the year. During
the 2006-07 year, EA had six teams solving the different Team
Challenges. A group of third graders, for example, decided to
solve the structural challenge, this year called CarDlology. They
needed to build a structure made only with playing cards that
could hold weight, as well as to create and perform an 8 minute
story about how cards changed someone life. The structure built
by our beginning team was able to hold almost 12 kilos!

Congratulations to all DI participants and team managers as
well as to Ms. Ana Melo, EARJ DI Coordinator. We also thank
parents for their support of their children throughout the year
and the appraisers and volunteers who made the Celebration a
tremendous success. All of you play an important role in helping
prepare our students for the demands of the 21 century.

For more information, contact Ms. Ana Melo, EA DI Coordinator
at EARJ ana.melo®@earj.com.br or visit www.idodi.org For more
information on The Sources of Innovation and Creativity, please
see this PDF:
http://www.skillscommission.org/pdf/commissioned_papers/
Sources%200f%20Innovation%20and%20Creativity.pdf
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Thursday, April 19
6:00pm Evening Show

For Parents, Friends
and the Community

Ruth Santon Auditorium (runningtime: 2 hours)

Milk Campaign Update:
Lower School students at the
Gavea and Barra campuses
collected 102 units of milk this
week which was sent to
creches Alegria das Criancas
and ASPA. Children are
helping other children and

making a difference! Thank you to all the students and
families who continue to participate. A very special
thank you to the third grader who made a huge

contribution!
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LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

] ’ Many Easter
/ eggs were
donated by our

| students and

teachers to

! children in

. Rocinha this

week. A special
thank you is
extended to all
those who
contributed and
to Ms. Roberta
Pessoa who
helped organize the special Easter drive.

Lower School Parent-Teacher Conferences: Please
be advised that Nursery through 1 grade
Conferences will be held mid-April; 2"-5t" grade
Student-Led Conferences will be mid-May. Kindly
check your appointment slips for date and time
of conferences. We hope to see you at the
conferences!

The Gavea and Barra Kindergarten Students will
be going on a field trip to the Planetarium on April
18" as a culminating activity for their latest unit
about the Solar System. Please note that in view
of the field trip to the Planetarium, the Kinder visit
to the Barra campus has been postponed to May
4t

Special thanks to:

e The Student Services Team for organizing the
special Easter sale to help raise funds for the
completion of our Muse-On and to all those who
helped by supporting our drive.

e Mr.Carlos and Peter Cottontail for setting up the
exciting Easter Egg Hunts.

Earth week will be celebrated in LS! Students will
be involved in many activities and projects
focusing on environmental awareness and the
need for greater participation and involvement
in protecting the world we live in. We invite
parents to work in partnership with the school by
discussing the topic with your children and finding
ways to save energy and reduce water waste in
your homes.

April is Library Media Month in the U.S. and many
activities are being organized in our Lower School
Library Media Center in celebration of this
important event. Some of these special activities
are:

¢ The distribution of brand new library cards to all
students.

¢ A presentation by Bia Bedrun, famous author,
storyteller and composer.

¢ A play performed by Mr. Dean’s third grade class.
e The inauguration of a library shelf dedicated to
Isabella Caruso.

¢ A Vacation Reading Book Fair to be held in the
month of May. Date to be confirmed.

Mark your Calendars:
o April 23 — Holiday (S. Jorge)
¢ April 24 — Lower School Parent-Principal Breakfast

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

Therearemany ingredientsthat definethe quality of apreK through 12 academic
institution. Among them arethe academic program, curriculum, IB performance,
facilities, teacher quality, and of course college acceptance. In arecent New
York Timesarticle (“A Great Year for |vy League Schools, but Not So Good for
Applicantsto Them”, April 4, 2007) it was stated that, “ It wasthe most selective
spring in modern memory at America's elite schools, according to college
admissions officers. More applications poured into top school sthisadmissions
cyclethaninany previousyear on record. Schools have been sending decision
letters to student applicants in recent days, and rejection letters have
overwhelmingly outnumbered the acceptances.” In spite of those bleak
comments EARJ students are experiencing excellent results! Although still
early in the admissions cycle EARJ seniors have received positive responses
fromthefollowing unversities:

American University of Paris, Babson College, Bentley, Boston University,
Brandeis, Brown, Universidade Candido Mendes (UCAM), UC Berkeley, UCLA
(Engineering), UC San Diego, University of Chicago, Columbia, Cooper Union,
Eckerd College, Floridalnstitute of Technology, Fordham University, Fundacao
Getulio Vargas (FGV), Harvard, Harvey Mudd, IBMEC, University of Kansas,
University of Louisville, University of Miami, University of Michigan, Michigan
State University, New York University, University of North Carolinaat Chapel
Hill, Northeastern University, Pennsylvania State University, PUC, Renssel aer
Polytechnic Institute, Richmond American International University in London,
Ringling College of Art and Design, Rochester Institute of Technology,
University of Pennsylvania, Syracuse University, University of Tampa,
University of Toronto, Yale, York University.

EARJ athletic teams are currently competing in the Big 4. Over 80 Upper
School athletes are taking part in this semester’s tournament. Students will
compete against other American/International schools in volleyball, softball,
futsal, and cheerleading. The Big 4 isbeing held at Camp Nosso Recanto. Good
luck Panthers!

Upcoming Events:

1- End of third quarter: April 4
2-Big4: April 10-14

3- Mid quarter: May 9

4- Athletic Awards Evening: May 16
5- Graduation: June 2

MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION

Family — School Conferences — It is our pleasure to invite all parents to
attend the Middle School Family-School Conferences on Tuesday, April 17.
The goals of the conference are to:

* To provide an opportunity for students to review their third quarter
grades with parents and advisor.

* To discuss your child’s educational objectives for the year with his/her

advisor.

* To look at ways the school and home learning environments can be
enhanced to help students be more successful in school.

*  To further strengthen the family-school partnership.

Students have taken home a note with the scheduled time. Please contact

the Office if you have any questions by calling 2125-9073 or emailing

Carol.Carvalho@eatj.com.br . Please note that no classes for Middle School

students will be held on this day; however, students are asked to attend the

conferences with their parents.

Alcohol and Drug Education Unit — The seventh grade has kicked off
their alcohol and drug education unit and on Monday, April 16 students will
watch the play, “Drogal...Que Pesadelo!” This play highlights the impact of
drug use and abuse in the family, within friendships, and in society. Students
will be presenting key concepts from this unit to parents on Wednesday,
April 25 (please note the change in date) from 8:30 — 10:30 AM.




