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Headmaster’'s Message

It has been a busy week as | have attended meetings with other
Headmasters, Business Managers, and Brazilian Directors of
other schools throughout Rio, which have included Our Lady
of Mercy and the French, German, British, and Swiss schools.
These have been very informative and will assist me as our
school community moves forward towards improving our
educational programs and environment. Between these
meetings | also attended the Open Houses that took place
prepared by the teachers and staff with parents. The Open
Houses were very informative and it looks like we should have
a great year ahead of all of us. The last Open House will take
place next Tuesday evening for the Upper School parents
beginning at 7:00 in the evening.

| visited Rocinha one afternoon to familiarize myself with the
programs that we are involved in and the challenges that Rocinha
presents. This visit was preceded by a meeting held with Rio
de Janeiro’s Secretary of Security with the United States
Consulate security personnel. 1t was a very productive meeting
with ideas and concerns shared with all parties. Ongoing
attention will be given to this extremely important aspect for
all of us.

During the week the school’s staff/faculty have completed the
finishing touches on our accreditation report for the visiting
team. This report will be reviewed again by all staff this Friday
during our staff development meetings and then will be shared
with the entire community before the visiting committee visits
our school the end of September. At the same time the school
staff are preparing for the educational conference we will be
hosting for all of Latin America the end of October so there
are many things happening at the same time as the teachers
conduct normal lessons for your children.

Next week after the Open House on Tuesday evening I will be
traveling to the United States to receive my work visa and
hopefully will be back in school on September 3rd. On
September 4th the School Board has a scheduled meeting to
review the recently received audit report of last years financial
results, Board committee assignments will be made for the
2007-8 year, and developments will be discussed in regard to
future school plans and opportunities.

In between all these meetings | am enjoying meeting and getting
to know the students, staff, and parents and I also look forward
to receiving our shipment of personal items so we can finally
feel we are not living out of suitcases. On a humorous note
you may ask your son or daughter why I might be especially
busy on the evening of December 24th and during the day on
the 25th.

Have a nice weekend.

Robert Werner, Headmaster

Issue # 004

Library Club Gets the Scoop on Mr.
Werner, the New Headmaster

The Second Grade Library Club members are learning
interviewing skills. For their first effort, they met with Mr. Robert
Werner, Escola Americana’s new headmaster. Below are parts
of the interview including a list of Mr. Werner's favorite books
when he was a child.

How does it feel to be the new headmaster and why did
you choose EARJ?

I thought it would be a very exciting job and it is a very, very
nice school. It is going to be a lot of work but I am happy to
be here because | get to know a lot of you.

What place is your favorite place at EARJ?

I don’t have a favorite place. | like to go to the Preschool and
the Lower School, Middle School and the Upper School and
to watch the sports. | like a lot of different places.

What was your favorite author and book when you were
a little kid?

I had a lot of favorite books. The one book that I really liked
was Ivanhoe, the story about a knight in the Middle Ages. Have
you ever read a the

book  Sounder,

about a dog?

Another book that

| loved is The Call

of the wild. A

great book for

second-graders is

Where the Wild

Things Grow.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
COME ONE, COME ALL!

The American Society of Rio de Janeiro and the Office of
Admissionsof EscolaAmericanawill jointly sponsor aPancake
Breakfast on Saturday, September 1, from 9:00to 11:00 am.
at the Escola Americana cafeteria. Come enjoy delicious
pancakes with organic maple syrup and coffee.

R$10,00 per adult and R$5,00 per child. Children under 5
are free.
Please RSV P with caren.addis@earj.com.br or 2125-9007.

Volunteers for pancake flipping are needed. Also, if we can
get teams set up, asoftball gamewill follow at 11:00. Please
let usknow if youwould beinterested in playing softball after
breakfast!




Everyday Math Leads the Way to Richer Learning!
Informational Session August 27" at 8:15am in 412
By Nancy Holodak, Curriculum Coordinator

We are thrilled to announce the adoption of Everyday
Mathematics at EA this year! Everyday Math is a program
that was developed by researchers, students, and teachers
in classrooms throughout the U.S.A. over a ten year span.
It has been implemented with great acclaim in schools
throughout the world. Our teachers studied the program
over the vacation and during our In-service days, and are
now delivering this curriculum to all EA students in
Kindergarten through 6™ grades.

What differentiates this program from many others is that
it balances conceptual learning while developing strong
computational skills. It employs a spiral philosophy which
ensures children will be exposed to concepts many times
throughout the year, in a variety of contexts, in increasingly
complex ways. It supports struggling learners as well as
the most advanced math students through Differentiating
Instruction. You will surely find yourself learning new things
about mathematics along with your children as they make
connections and develop their comprehension and
mathematical abilities.

The Everyday Math program has multiple strengths including
its research-based Scope and Sequence spanning PK-6"
grades; our EKS'’s (Essential Knowledge and Skills) at EA
are closely supported by this program. Research studies
have shown great results in student learning AND the
program inspires a love of mathematics. As a parent, you
may see your child engaged in learning activities that are
quite different from what you experienced as a child. Julie
Hunt and Nancy Holodak invite you to an informational
session about Everyday Mathematics on August 27t
at 8:15a.m.in room 412. Be sure to bring your thinking
caps! You will have some mathematical experiences that
closely mirror those of EA students as well as learn more
about the philosophy and impact this program can have on
learning for all students.

O Setor Brasileiro
informa: (Brazilian
diploma only)

IBMEC

O IBMEC oferece isencédo da taxa de vestibular aos
alunos que participaram das atividades promovidas pela
instituicdo: visitas internas a faculdade, palestras de
orientacao profissional, visita ao stand do Ibmec em feiras
etc.

Vocés poderdo fazer a inscricao on-line até o dia 31 de
agosto, através do site: www.ibmec.br/vestibular. Caso
vocé seinscreva no Vestibular no IBMEC, favor avisar
ou enviar xerox do comprovante para Therezinha
Fittipaldi (Setor Brasileiro) para que eu entre em contato
com o IBMEC pedindo a isencdo. Caso ndo envie a
cOpia do comprovante, até a data limite, a isencéo
néo serd concedida.

A isencdo é valida somente para os Seniors.

O IBMEC lembra que os 3 primeiros colocados no
vestibular de cada um dos cursos que oferecem
(Administracdo — Economia — Direito — Relacfes
Internacionais) terdo bolsas integrais na faculdade,
conforme regulamento disponivel no site.

O IBMEC também participa do Pro-Uni oferecendo vagas
com bolsas integrais.

Para melhores informacg@es, por favor, entre em contato
com Claudia Araujo — IBMEC — Marketing: (21) 4503-4078.

Therezinha Fittipaldi
(therezinha.fittipaldi@earj.com.br)
Setor Brasileiro - ramal 9006

gg NEXTWEEK'S

DESTINATION IMAGINATION ® MENU
TEAM, ARE YOU READY?
, !
e Students who would like to join a ) Brown American Lettuce /

. . . . M eat Grilled . Roast Sweet
Destination Imagination Team or to | 27 Med;{;éo Chrilckeen Rice w/ Pot(;mes Tomatoes / Fatuche Papaf/a
learn more about the program, should Lentils Carrots
attend the IC workshops_ either Chicken crilled L ettuce / Tomatoes ol
Mondays OR Tuesdays, from 3:20 p.m. |55 |  gpjgh ¢ Vegetables | Farofa | Carrots / Watercress ali
0 4:00 p.m., in the Middle School Attic. K abob Beel Chicory / Beets Italiana
You must sign-up for the workshops.

Forms were given to parents at the Roast Tropical hi Colored Ler:;uce/T/on:]atoes iiadinh
Open Houses and are also available 21 Meat Chicken Gnocehi | caulifiower | © ICOZ?J/C\(/:vhigi eese | Quaijadinha
at the Lower and Middle School
Offices. ) . . . Lettuce / Tomatoes Guava
30| Chick Grilled R I Oriental
e Upper School students! Accept the Pa:éazz B”ee? Br'gsc‘g“ C;Lir;ge Rugula w/ Corn w/sweet
challenge and form a team. See Ms. Beets / Cucumber cream
Ana Melo for fu rther_ information. Grilled French Lettuce / Tomatoes Chocolate
« Ifyou have questions or concerns | 31| piza Chicken Fi Corn Onion / Okra Cake & Ice
please contact Ana Melo - Srips ries Carrots Cream
ana.melo@earj.com.br - - -
A selection of vegetables, rice, beans, fruitsand Jell-O
areserved everyday.




LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

Special thanks to our Kindergarten, 1%, 2@ and
3 grade parents for attending the Open House
sessions this week. We were all delighted by
your presence. Please note our next sessions
below. Sessions begin at 8:15 a.m.

August 28 — Preschool
August 29 — Barra

All faculty and staff members will be deeply
engaged in meetings and workshops during
Friday’s Staff Development Day. We will review
our SACS Accreditation Report and engage in
more workshops on assessment for learning.

All LS parents are invited to attend an
information session about the recently adopted
Everyday Math Program, to be held on Monday,
August 27t" at 8:15 a.m. in room 412.

A Typing Club will be offered to fourth graders
in the LS Computer Lab on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7:35-7:50 a.m.
for a period of 8 weeks from August 28" —
October 18", Regular attendance will be
required. If you are interested in enrolling, please
sign up with Ms. Martha or Ms. Thais in the LS
Computer Lab.

Wednesday is Milk Campaign Day. This
Wednesday our second grade Library Club
members were busy counting the 55 cans of milk
that were donated even before the campaign
started on Wednesday. Thank you to all for your
generosity!

The third graders are organizing a bake sale
to help raise money to sponsor the Rhesus
monkeys at the Rio Zoo. This is part of the third
grade ‘Kids for Saving Earth’ Project. The special
bake sale will take place on September 4" and
5th,

Parents are reminded that school will be closed
on Friday, September 7" in celebration of Brazil’s
Independence Day.

Say Cheese! Please note the class picture dates
below:

September 4 - Barra

September 11 - Preschool / Kinder

September 12 - Grades 1, 2, 3

September 14 - Grades 4, 5

A letter will be sent home today explaining
ordering and purchasing procedures.

More Dates to Remember:

September 11™; LS Principal-Parent Breakfast at
8:15in the MuseOn

September 18": Gavea Peace Day
September 19": Barra Peace Day

Cont.

Where to Take Children on Weekends: The
Leonardo Da Vinci Exhibit (Leonardo Da Vinci —
A Exibicdo de um Genio) at Fundacéo Casa
Franca-Brasil is a must! Specially recommended
for our older students, the exhibit highlights
several of Da Vinci’s inventions, manuscripts,
drawings and paintings. Casa Franca-Brasil is
located at Rua Visconde de Itaborai, 78 (Centro).
For more information, please call 2253-5366.

ATTENTION CLASS OF 2007 Alumni:
IB Diploma and Certificates have
arrived!

Dear Alumni Class of 2007,

As the new IB Coordinator, it is a true pleasure to
send my congratulations to all of you on your
outstanding performance on the IB Diploma and
Certificates. | would also like to let you know
that your Diplomas and Certificates have arrived
here at EARJ!

Here are the ways that you can get them:

1) Come in person to my office. (the same one
that Mr. Santos used!) Please send an email in
advance so | can arrange a time to be here.

2) Send a trusted family member/friend. VERY
IMPORTANT: If you choose to have someone pick
up your diploma/certificate, you must send a
note with that person authorizing them to perform
this service for you. | will not release the diploma
to anyone but you without the note. They will be
asked to sign upon receipt of the the diploma/
certificate.

3) Receive the Diploma/Certificate in the mail.
VERY IMPORTANT: Send me arequest to have your
diploma/certificate mailed to you WITH an
updated address. The school will only use the
regular mail service and is not responsible for slow
or lost mail.

4) Receive the Diploma/Certificate through a
courier service. If you would like to receive your
diploma through a particular courier (Fedex,
Sedex etc.) you must arrange to have a prepaid
envelope dropped off at school.

Please choose one option and let me know as
soon as possible so that you will receive your
diploma/certificate in a timely fashion. You
deserve to see the recognition of your success!

Good luck to all who are starting school (or have
started already!), or are pursuing another
interesting path.

Sincerely,
Alissa Davis - IB Coordinator




MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION

The question isn’t, “Are You Creative?” The question is, “How
Are You Creative?” Come TRY OUT Destination
ImagiNation! Participate in the Instant Challenge Workshop
in the Middle School Attic on Monday, August 27" or Tuesday,
August 28 from 3:15 — 4:00. No experience is necessary! If
you want more information or want to sign up, please see Ms.
Ana Melo in the Art Room (620).

To what degree do our students possess the assets
necessary for healthy development? Come to hear the results
of our Developmental Assets Survey AND Share ideas of
what the school, family, and community can do. This parent
meeting will take place Wednesday, September 5, 2007
from 18:30 - 20:00 at the Intercontinental Hotel (Av. Prefeito
Mendes de Moraes 222, Sao Conrado) Coffee and refreshments
will be served. Event sponsored by the PTA and Middle School.
In addition, the hotel has kindly offered a 25% discount on
food and beverages at the Restaurant Alfredo de Roma (at the
Intercontinental) for the participants.

Please note we had a problem with our list of Sixth Grade
Honor Roll last week. We have printed the full list in this
week’s edition. Please share your congratulations with these
students!

The first payment for Via Sapientia is due Monday, August
27™. If you have any questions about this, please contact Ms.
Annette Dam in the Activity Office at 2125-9024 or via email
at Annette.Dam@earj.com.br Thanks.

As announced previously, we will be implementing a new
format for STUCO (Student Council) this year, aiming to
better represent students in the Middle School. In each
advisory group, students will have a chance to choose one
representative to be an active participant of STUCO. Please
speak with your child about whether he/she would like to
help develop new channels for students’ ideas, thoughts,
concerns and actions. If your child is interested in this, please
encourage him/her to consider a position by talking to his/
her advisor.

Applications are open for the Leadership Conference
which will take place September 20-22. This is a wonderful
opportunity for students to learn leadership skills as well as to
get to know other students in the Middle School. Students
will have lots of fun as well as delve into the theme of the
conference, “Do you love the world enough to take
responsibility for it?” Applications can be picked up from Ms.
Carol in the MS Office and are due August 30.

Students in the Middle School will have professional
portraits, copies of which parents will be able to purchase,
taken on Wednesday and Thursday of this week. We
thank parents for ensuring their children wear nice shirts on
the day they have their picture taken. In addition to having
individual portraits taken, each advisory will have its picture
taken and the entire grade level will have its picture taken. The
payment system for this has changed and each parent should
have received a boleta during the Open House. If you didn’t
receive this, please contact the Middle School Office. Thanks.

Upcoming Events:

Sept3-6 WTrAP Testing

Sept 3 PTA General Meeting

Sept 5 Parent Meeting @ Developmental Assets
Survey

Sept 5 Mid Quarter

Sept 7 Holiday

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

Greetings from the Upper School. During the weekend of September
14— 16" Mr. Williams and the STUCO executivewill lead agroup of
studentsat our yearly STUCO L eadership Conference. The Leadership
Conference is designed to help students broaden their understanding
of leadership and enhance their leadership skills. The students will
havethe opportunity to participatein team building activities, develop
different approachesto problem solving, enhance their communication
skills, and make new friends. Theevent isorganized and partly paid for
by the Student Council themselves and a significant portion of the
weekend will be spent working on student generated issues.

The Upper School takes student leadership very seriously. It is our
desire that the students take an active role, when appropriate, in the
decision making process at our school. To that end, in the past student
representatives have presented proposals during faculty meetings and
have frequently met with the principal. Thispatternwill continue and
| am looking forward to discussing problems and sol utions with them.
Our students know that | operate an open door policy and | am really
happy to say that they are making full use of this opportunity.

This week, six of the Upper School teachers attended International
Baccalaureate workshops in Rio. The teachers have all come back
better prepared to help our studentsface and succeed with the demands
of the International Baccalaureate Programme, a choice which is
increasingly popular with our students who wish to excel.

As part of our ongoing commitment to educational excellence, every
last Wednesday of the month the Upper School will dismiss classes
early in order to allow teacher to meet cross-divisionally. Thereforeon
Wednesday August 29", school will end for students at 2:25 p.m. Asl
have mentioned before, no classes will be cancelled or shortened on
this day.

Don't forget Tuesday's Upper School Open House. We will begin
promptly at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium (invitations, and schedules
have been emailed and posted).

Calendar datestokeepin mind:

24" August - In-service day for teachers (no school for students)
28" August - Open House evening 7:00 p.m. —9:30 p.m.
29" August - Crossdivisional meetings- early dismissal 2:25 p.m.

2 — 8" September - InVivo G11/12 trips
39 — 6" September - Wrap testing (Grade 9 only — no disruption to

classes)
39 September -  Mid-quarter grades (last date for assessments)
7" September - Brazilian Independence day (no school)

12" September -  |1B DiplomaAssembly
13" September -  CIS(Council of International Schools) Collegefair
14 -15" September - STUCO L eadership conference

Headmaster’sL ist and Honor Rall

The Upper School takes pridein recognizing studentswho demonstrate
exceptional academic achievement. Headmaster’s List recognitionis
awarded to students whose weighted average is 94 or above with no
grade below 85. Honor Roll recognition isawarded to studentswhose
weighted academic average is 88 or above with no grade below 80.

We would like to congratul ate the following students for their superb
academic achievement during the fourth quarter of the 2006/2007 school
year.




