


When the students are away,  teachers will
play?  No, they study!

The Masters of Education for Teachers at American
International Schools Overseas, based in Framingham,
Massachusetts provides teachers with state-of-the-art teaching
methods and curriculum.  Professors from this program have been
coming to Escola Americana for twelve years and teachers from
all over Brazil participate.

In this last session, in July 2007, professors from the United States
offered courses in “Research and Evaluation Methodology” and
“Collaborative Leadership and Organizational Change”.  Angela Panesi (Preschool), Bernardo Pedro (Middle School-PE),
Greice Rezende (Lower School-Art); Isabel Baltazar (Preschool); Luiz Mello (Middle School-Science); Rodrigo Infantozzi
(Middle School-Math) and Susan Steers (Kindergarten) took these courses.  Congratulations to Greice Rezende who
completed her Master’s Degree!

Rio de Janeiro, August 3rd 2007

The PTA: A lifetime experience

Dear EA Community,

At our last PTA General Meeting in June, Daniela Meyn
and Regina Ximenes gracefully accepted the positions of
Co-Interim Presidents as we did not have a candidate for
President at that time. I am thrilled to announce that Daniela

Meyn has now accepted the position of  PTA President for the 2007-2008 school year.

Daniela Meyn has been part of the PTA Board for the last two years and has been involved at the school as a Room Parent and in
other capacities. It will be my pleasure to support her and also Regina Ximenes, who agreed to stay on the PTA Board as well.

It was an honor to be the PTA President for the last two years. I am grateful to our last Headmaster Peter Cooper, our dear Principals
and teachers, the cafeteria personnel, all the faculty members and volunteers who helped me in many ways.  With all their support
on this great adventure, we accomplished our goals. Being President has been a really unique experience.  I learned about our
school’s educational approach, met interesting people, worked with a great group of parents (“my dear PTA Board”), assisted new
families in the process of settling into this beautiful city and also shared experiences with our current families as part of our dynamic
school community.

I am privileged to belong to the group of parents volunteering around the school, principals, teachers and assistants, all engaged in
a common goal - creating the best school environment for our children.

I also was touched by the generosity, kindness and appreciation shown by members of our community, and to Anna Whyte who
wrote an unforgettable poem for me. You really are one of a kind. THANK YOU FRIEND!

Many positions are available on the PTA Board and volunteers are needed in the Little Shop, as Room Parents and on different
committees.

Please come to our First PTA General Meeting to be held next Monday, August 6th in Gávea at 10:00 a.m. in Room 412. Before the
meeting the PTA will offer a special Welcome Breakfast for new families that will start at 8:00 a.m. in the MuseOn.

Also, the PTA will have a Welcome Breakfast for newcomers in Barra followed by our first PTA Meeting next Tuesday, August 7th at
8.00 a.m. at the Barra campus.

Your participation and support is important for our community.

Cordially,

Ana Carolina H. Rodríguez

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

The After School Program will begin on
Monday, August 13.   Lower School
students are bringing home the registration
form this Friday, August 3. If you want
your child to participate in any activity,
please fill out the registration form and
return to the Headmaster’s office by Friday,
August 10.



LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

Warm greetings and welcome back to
all of our Lower School students and
families! We are delighted to be with you
again and hope you had a restful and
enjoyable vacation.

A warm welcome is also extended to our
new students and families! We are very
happy to welcome you to our Lower
School in Gavea and in Barra and to our
Escola Americana community.

We look forward to a wonderful new
school year working together to
motivate, maximize and celebrate
learning and community.

Teachers and assistants have been busily
preparing the classrooms and learning
activities for the beginning of school, and
our maintenance department did lots of
painting over the vacation to freshen up
classrooms with color.

On Tuesday, our teachers participated in
a one-day workshop on “Assessment for
Learning”, conducted by world-
renowned consultants Bill and Ochan
Powell, and in a special session with our
Curriculum Coordinator to review the
exciting new math program (Everyday
Math) that we have adopted for
Preschool – 5th grade.

We wish to thank all the new parents who
attended the Orientation Meetings last
week.  We hope that these meetings
have given you more information about
our school, our program and your
transition to Escola  Americana.

We cordially invite all LS parents to our
upcoming Open House sessions.  Open
House is a wonderful opportunity for
parents to visit their child’s classroom,
meet the teachers and other parents,
and learn more about our academic
program and classroom and school-wide
routines.  Please mark your calendars:

All sessions begin at 8:15 a.m. in room 412)

August 15 – 4th grade

August 16 – 5th grade

August 20 – Kindergarten

August 21 – 1st grade

August 22 – 2nd grade

August 23 – 3rd grade

August 28 –Preschool

August 29 – Barra

Parents will be receiving more
information about Open House.

We also encourage all parents to
contact us whenever necessary.  Our
teachers, counselors, specialists,
secretaries and principals are always
happy to assist you.  You may reach us
via our e-mails, or via your child’s
agendas or communication folders.  Our
secretaries are also happy to take phone
messages, as our teachers are not always
available to personally answer the
phone.

WELCOME TO THE 2007/2008
SCHOOL YEAR!



MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

The year has started and as usual, we have a group of very
enthusiastic students, sharing with us their winter (or summer
if they visited the northern hemisphere) experiences.  Our
G9, coming up from the Middle School for whom so much
is new.  The G10 students, now veterans of the Upper
School.  Our G11s, entering into the first year of their IB
subjects and already starting to think and plan for life after
EARJ.  And finally, our G12 who have in front of them, their
last and some might say, most important of their school years.
To all, I say, grasp the opportunities that we are creating for
you and make the most of this year.

The atmosphere in the campus is very positive continuing
where we ended last year.  Indeed, we recently received
this year’s IB results and for the second year running, our
Diploma Candidates achieved a 100% pass rate (more
details next week), and that is enthusing our current crop of
IB Diploma candidates, who now wish to emulate this
achievement.

Upcoming exciting events, include the Amazon and Pantanal
‘In Vivo’ trips (if there any G11 or G12 students who have
not yet signed up, you have until the 8th August to join this
amazing experience), as well as an opportunity for parents
to come to school for the Open House (scheduled for late
August – invitations will be in the post next week) to meet
the teachers of your children and learn more about what
they will be doing over the next year.

Onto more mundane items.  Students have until August 16th

to make changes to their schedules. This process requires
parental signatures, so I would urge parents to discuss the
options with their children.  In most cases a new schedule is
issued within 24 hours.

Finally, as I sit here writing this at the end of the first day of
my Principalship, with a school full of vibrant students and a
staff  eager to help them achieve, I look forward to the rest
of the year and am confident that the Upper School will
continue to go from strength to strength.

Joe Santos
Upper School Principal

Calendar dates to keep in mind:
August 16:  No Classes:  Teacher workshop.
August 30: Open House (time TBA)
Sept 3-6: Junior/Senior In Vivo Trips
Sept 5-6: Mid-quarter grades

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the
Upper School office (2259-6720)

Faculty spent Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
engaged in powerful discussions about assessment,
Habits of Mind, and collaboration. During the Opening
Assembly on Thursday I spoke about our three focus
areas:

Creating a Community of Learners
Building Inclusion and Belonging for all
Ensuring a Positive & Lasting Effect on Student
Lives & Achievement

I encouraged the students to be active learners in our
community by engaging, to let us (adults) know how to
help more effectively by sharing; to ensure a SAFE
community by helping, and to enjoy the learning.

I encourage parents to begin a dialogue with their
children about these important topics. It is our hope that
each student will do everything possible to make this
year the best it can be! We know, together, we can build
the most effective school possible! Welcome back!

The Middle School mailed a welcome back letter with a
First Semester Middle School Calendar of Events to all
Middle School parents and students. If you did not receive
this letter, please contact the office so we can get one to
you. Also, we are increasingly using email as a
communication tool, so please be sure we have an
updated email address for you.

The Middle School Activity Fair will take place Thursday,
August 9th on the Tartan from 2:40 – 3:15. Students will
have the opportunity to select one activity to do for the
first semester. Activity groups are mixed by grade levels
which is a great opportunity for students to get to know
students from other grades. Students will be given a
booklet of activities that will be offered by Wednesday,
August 8th.

Finishing touches are being put on our binders for our
comprehensive study skills program. Students should be
receiving them in the coming week. We encourage
parents to check that their child brings this binder home
each afternoon and takes it back to school each morning.
The pocket inside the front of the binder is for information
that should be taken home for parents. The pocket in
the inside of the back of the binder is for materials to be
returned to school. If you have a concern, question, or
paper that needs to be returned to school, we encourage
you to place it in this pocket. We hope this will  facilitate
communication between home & school.

We hope to see sixth grade parents and parents of new
students at our Middle School Parent Support Meeting
on Friday, August 10th. It will be held in the MS Attic from
8:30 – 10:00 AM.

We will continue with our new format for Middle School
Open House, involving students and parents in a visit
around the Middle School. During the Open House,
teams will be presenting information about the Via
Sapientia trips planned for this school year. Please mark
your calendars for Friday, August 17th from 8:00 AM to
approximately 11:30 AM. More information on this will
be coming home soon!


