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USA CUP July 2007
Attention Parents and Students,

Mr. Gustavo Dias and Mrs. Neíse Abreu are invited to
participate in one of the biggest and most popular youth
soccer  tournaments in the world - the USA cup. We are very
excited about the idea of taking our students to such a
multicultural and international event since that can provide a
huge scope of learning experiences. Besides the tournament
itself, there will be a lot of cultural and social opportunities
as well as sightseeing tours, field trips, and fun activities. In
addition, as an option, the package may include a week at
Disneyland at the end of the trip! Any students from 10 years
of age up can apply.

In order to present to both parents and students all the
material and information about the project we would like to
schedule our first meeting on February 7th at 3:30 P.M. in
the Middle School Attic, block  5 - 3rd floor. Any questions or
further information about the project can be also addressed
by e-mail. If you cannot be at the meeting please get in
contact with us so we can reschedule another possible date
and time. To see some overall information about the
tournament itself you may visit their official website
(www.usacup.com).

We hope your kids enjoy this great opportunity to have fun
playing sports, expand their cultural knowledge and improve
their skills. See you at the meeting!
Neíse Abreu - 2125-9111 / 9222-0829
Gustavo Dias - 2125-9112 / 8848-3243
usacup.earj@gmail.com

A Warm Welcome to our New Students
Escola Americana extends a warm welcome to the 34 new and
returning students that have enrolled so far this semester.
Approximately 15 more will be arriving over the coming weeks.

Most of our new students this semester are going to the Lower
School and about half of these are new preschoolers at the
Barra or Gavea campuses.  The nationalities of our newcomers
are equally divided between expatriates and Brazilians.  Our
expatriate students come from Belgium, Colombia, Ecuador,
Israel, Italy, Mexico, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, the United
States and Venezuela.  We are thrilled with the diversity among
our students and are proud of their contributions to our global
community.

Click on
http://www.earj.

com.br/
publications/

ppause/
    to see the

Panther Pause  in
color at the EARJ

website,
publication link.

After School Program

The After School Program will begin again on Monday,
February 5.  Lower School students will have the opportunity
to participate in a wide variety of activities including Soccer,
Basketball, Volleyball, Olympic Gymnastics, Climbing Wall,
Capoeira, Robotics, Scrapbook and Art Workshop. For
further information please call Katia, 2125-9002, at the
Headmaster’s Office.

Facilities Improvements at Escola Americana

Welcome back students and parents!  Life at Escola
Americana was quiet, but productive while you were away.
Our maintenance crew was very busy.

Foremost on the list of projects was the first stage of our
new Lower School Community Center (MusëOn). This
exploratory learning space will provide our Lower School
students and teachers state-of-the-art ways to learn and
play.  The wall demarcating the MusëOn and the
playground shows more clearly how the final project will
look.

Our main athletic field incurs a lot of wear and tear each
semester, even more so when it rains frequently as it did
last semester. Through professional reseeding and extra
attention, the field has been restored to excellent condition,
ready for a new set of teams to use it this semester.

Our Upper School computer room on the fourth floor has
been re-equipped with “thin clients.”  This new approach
to computer networking promises to lower costs and
increase efficiency.

Finally, the toddler program for two-year-olds is officially
up and running. Toddlers have a special program and space
dedicated to their developmental needs.  Our program in
Barra is growing fast!

Peter Cooper, Headmaster

All parents are invited to a presentation on the Bullying
Prevention Program on February 27, 2007 at  8:30
AM in the auditorium. This event is organized by Penny de
Mello e Souza, Program Coordinator.

Parents will obtain information about the program and its
implementation at EARJ.  They will also learn what they
can do to help.



 
 

NEWS FROM THE HOME OF THE PANTHERS 
Physical Education & Athletics - by Neíse Abreu – Athletic Director 

Greetings from the Physical Education Department! 
On behalf of the Athletic Department, I would like to welcome all of you and announce the athletic 
program schedule. Practices will start Feb 5th / 6th accordingly. Scrimmage games’ schedule will be 

published soon. 
Tournaments /Trips dates: 

• March 9-10: MS Softball Tournament - São Paulo;  
• March 30-31: US  Softball Tournament - São Paulo; 
• April 9: US Pep Rally; 
• April 10-14: Big 4 at NR2 (Futsal, Volleyball, Softball, and Cheerleading); 
• April 26: MS Pep Rally 
• April 28-29: MS Girls’ Futsal Tournament– São Paulo  
• May 2-5: Little 8 at NR2 (Boys’ Futsal, Girls’ Volleyball, and Cheerleading); 
• May 16: US Athletic Awards Evening/ OÁSIS 
• May 22: MS Sports Day/EARJ 
• May 23: MS Athletic Awards Evening/ OÁSIS 
• May 27-June 1: MS Friendship Festival (Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball: Boys and Girls) 
• 1st week of June US Rugby Tournament – Lima, Peru 
 

Middle School Athletics  
Sports offered 2nd semester: 
Boys’ Futsal: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Friday (coach Gustavo Dias and Steven Esselink) 
Girls’ Futsal: Mondays/Wednesdays (coach Marcelo Cecchi) 
Boys’ Volleyball: Mondays/Wednesdays (coach Nelson Bonzi) 
Girls’ Volleyball: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Bernardo Pedro and Fábio Guedes) 
Boys’ Softball: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Scott Mc Mullan) 
Cheerleading: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Luisa Parente) 
 
Practice times/2nd semester: 3:30 to 5:00 
 
Upper School Athletics  
Sports offered 2nd semester: 
Boys’ Futsal: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Fridays (coach Nelson Bonzi) 
Girls’ Futsal: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Fridays (coach Marcelo Cecchi) 
Boys’ Volleyball: Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays (coach Helena Pacheco and Luiz Mello) 
Girls’ Volleyball: Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays (coach Helena Pacheco and Luiz Mello) 
Boys’ Softball: Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays (coaches Erick Nakano & Uilson Oliveira) 
Girls’ Softball: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Fridays (coaches Bill Gelfeld & Fernando Andrade) 
Cheerleading: Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays (coach Luisa Parente) 
Rugby: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach David Loveland) 
 

Reminder 
To all parents of students that practice TEAM SPORTS after school: please make 
sure to arrange transportation for your children. The school shuttle goes to Leblon 
at the following times every day of the week: 3:40, 4:15, and 5:15. Any doubts or 
questions, call Edson Simonini, Transportation Coordinator, at 2125-9028. 



A Very Special Welcome Back to all our Lower
School students and families.  We are very
happy to be with you again and hope you had
a restful and enjoyable vacation.

A Very Special Welcome is extended to our new
students and families joining us this semester.  We
look forward to a wonderful semester together!

The Opening of the Semester was a smooth one
for all. Preschool through fifth grade students had
a wonderful time meeting and nurturing old and
new friends, while sharing their exciting vacation
highlights. The traditional “back to school”
assembly conducted by Julie Hunt, Lower School
Principal, brought the LS community together
and set the tone for a great semester ahead.

The Gávea and Barra New Preschool Parent
Breakfasts gave new parents the opportunity to
meet the preschool classroom teachers, and
learn more about the program and the transition
to EARJ. The gradual phasing-in of new preschool
students will begin as of Monday, February 5th.
We extend a very special thank you to the
parents who attended our breakfast meetings
this week.

BREAKING NEWS:  TODDLERS NOW IN BARRA! A
specialized program for 2 year-olds will begin to
be offered at our Barra campus as of this second
semester. Starting Monday, February 5th the first
group of five Toddlers will join our EARJ-Barra
community.  A lovely, age-appropriate
environment has been specially created for our
Toddlers.

The Summer Camp Program offered in Barra
during the first two weeks in January was a
delightful experience.  The children enjoyed the
daily swimming classes and the activities related
to the theme “Water, Water, Everywhere!”
Congratulations to Ms. Barbara Andersen and
to Ms. Rosana Marum for directing the exciting
camp program.

All Fourth Grade Parents are cordially invited to
the meeting on the Nosso Recanto Retreat to
be held next Wed. February 7th at 8:30 A.M. in
room 412.

A Special Valentine’s Day Sale organized by the
Student Services Department will take place at
school on February 13th.   This sale will help raise
funds for the completion of our beautiful LS Muse-
on Project in construction in the mezzanine area.

LS Dry Milk Campaign and Weekly Bake Sales
will continue this semester, on Wednesday. We
appreciate your support!

Other February Events:
February 14:   Valentine´s Day
February 16:   2nd Grade Pet Day
LS Carnival Celebration
February10 – 23: Carnival Holiday

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION
Welcome back to the second semester!  I
hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful break
and had the opportunity to relax and
spend time with family and friends.  During
the break Technology Coordinator Michael
Bruner brought EARJ through a schoolwide
technology upgrade.  We will no longer be
using Centerpoint and have upgraded our
administrative software to Power School.
Students will be getting access codes during
the first week of school and parents will be
receiving theirs by mail in the very near
future.  Similar to Centerpoint, Power School
enables students and parents to track
attendance, grades, assignments, and
other useful information.

As always, the Upper School is a beehive of
activity.  During the week of January 21,
Social Studies teacher Bill Gelfeld led a
group of 12 EARJ students to the Model
United Nations (MUN) conference held in
The Hague.  Among them were Fernando
Scodro (head of delegation), Jorge
Naupari,  Joy Garrido, Camila Guiguer, Elisa
Amaral, Samantha Salles, Patricia Couto,
Gabi Bueno, Julia Averbuck, Andy Campo,
Johnny Grey, and Marjorie Afonso.  The EARJ
delegates represented the country of
Jamaica.  Fernando Scodro earned the
honor of delivering the opening address to
the entire General Assembly.  In their spare
time, our MUNers interacted with students
from all over the world and had a chance
to explore The Hague

Our second semester sports program is in full
swing.  Softball, futsal, and cheerleading
will represent EARJ during this semester’s Big
4 while our rugby team will compete in an
international tournament at the end of
May.  Keeping with the sports theme,
basketball coach Marcos Mendes will once
again bring his team to Mexico City to
participate in the II Americas Basketball
Tournament.  The tournament will be held
at the Greengates School February 22 - 25.
Participating schools include: EARJ from
Brazil, the American School from Ecuador,
the American School from Honduras and
Greengates School from Mexico.

The Carioca ’07 staff is offering an early
subscription price of $R 80,00 for the 2007
yearbook.  For additional information,
contact Annette Dam in the Activities Office
via phone, 2125-9024 or e-mail,
annette.dam@earj.com.br.

Important dates:
February 19 - 23:  Carnaval holiday (no
school).
March 7:  Mid-quarter of the 3rd quarter
March 7:  Parent Conferences
March 15:  EARJ 70th Birthday celebration
April 4:  End of Third Quarter

  LOWER SCHOOL SECTION



MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION
Opening Message to Student – Opening Message to Student – Opening Message to Student – Opening Message to Student – Opening Message to Student – The school year is off to a great start! During our annual second
semester welcome back assembly, I spoke to students and staff about our hopes for this year,

 Creating a Community of Learners
 Ensuring our Division is Responsive to the Needs of Students
 Building Inclusion and Belonging for all Students
 Ensuring a Positive & Lasting Effect on Student Lives as well as on their Achievement

I discussed how a focus on each of these will ensure that our school is a wonderful place to be. I shared
with students that they can help to make this a reality by

 Being an active learner in our community
 Letting us know how to help you MORE
 Helping others to fit in and belong; make NEW friends
 Engaging to allow school to have a positive & lasting effect on your life

I hope parents will also talk with their children about these ideas and how they can individually
make a difference. We hope that students will ensure this semester a positive one for themselves,
their family, their friends, and their community! Welcome back!

Email Communication – To better facil itate communication, we are sending mostEmail Communication – To better facil itate communication, we are sending mostEmail Communication – To better facil itate communication, we are sending mostEmail Communication – To better facil itate communication, we are sending mostEmail Communication – To better facil itate communication, we are sending most
communication with parents to email addresses. Two emails have been sent to ourcommunication with parents to email addresses. Two emails have been sent to ourcommunication with parents to email addresses. Two emails have been sent to ourcommunication with parents to email addresses. Two emails have been sent to ourcommunication with parents to email addresses. Two emails have been sent to our
parents this semester – the Welcome Back letter and the letter regarding the upcomingparents this semester – the Welcome Back letter and the letter regarding the upcomingparents this semester – the Welcome Back letter and the letter regarding the upcomingparents this semester – the Welcome Back letter and the letter regarding the upcomingparents this semester – the Welcome Back letter and the letter regarding the upcoming
Search Institute survey. If you did not receive either of these, please call the office so weSearch Institute survey. If you did not receive either of these, please call the office so weSearch Institute survey. If you did not receive either of these, please call the office so weSearch Institute survey. If you did not receive either of these, please call the office so weSearch Institute survey. If you did not receive either of these, please call the office so we
can get your correct email address. Thanks for your attention to this!can get your correct email address. Thanks for your attention to this!can get your correct email address. Thanks for your attention to this!can get your correct email address. Thanks for your attention to this!can get your correct email address. Thanks for your attention to this!

Search Institute Survey – Search Institute Survey – Search Institute Survey – Search Institute Survey – Search Institute Survey – Next Wednesday and Thursday students in the Middle School will be
taking a survey in English class. A letter has been sent home providing more information. In addition,
further information on this can be seen on the Search Institute website at     http://www.search-
institute.org/  If you have any questions about this, please contact Ms. Penny in the Office.

Continued Work on Community ServiceContinued Work on Community ServiceContinued Work on Community ServiceContinued Work on Community ServiceContinued Work on Community Service – Please be aware that the Middle School students and
teachers will continue the work with Creche União de Roupa Suja. We hope we can count on your
support as we continue working to help our Middle School students engage in interactive, meaningful,
student-owned projects which will help instill a desire to give back to the community. If you have any
questions or would like to help us with this, please contact Ms. Kaun. Thanks.

Schedule Changes – Schedule Changes – Schedule Changes – Schedule Changes – Schedule Changes – Please note that any requests for schedule changes need to be completed
by February 9th. To make a request, students need to get a form from Ms. Carol in the Middle
School Office. Completed forms need to be handed in to Ms. Carol by February 9th. Thanks.

Activity Fair Activity Fair Activity Fair Activity Fair Activity Fair – The Middle School Activity Fair was a tremendous success as students chose and
were selected by Greek gods and goddesses. Students have selected their activities for the semester.
Activities will begin Thursday, February 8th.

Middle School SportsMiddle School SportsMiddle School SportsMiddle School SportsMiddle School Sports – During the second semester the following sports are open to all Middle
School students as long as students do not turn 15 before the last day of the tournament. Practice
times are 3:30 – 5:00 PM. If you have any questions, please see our Athletic Director, Dra. Neise
Abreu.

Boys’ Softball: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Fridays/Saturdays (coach Scott McMullan)
Boys’ Futsal: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Gustavo Dias)
Girls’ Volleyball: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Bernardo Pedro)
Cheerleading: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Luisa Parente)
Girls’ Futsal: Mondays/Wednesdays (coach Marcelo Cecchi)
Boys’ Volleyball: Mondays/Wednesdays (coach Nelson Bonzi)

Middle School Students who are 15 years old or will turn 15 before the last day ofMiddle School Students who are 15 years old or will turn 15 before the last day ofMiddle School Students who are 15 years old or will turn 15 before the last day ofMiddle School Students who are 15 years old or will turn 15 before the last day ofMiddle School Students who are 15 years old or will turn 15 before the last day of
the Middle School Tournament are encouraged to try out for the Upper Schoolthe Middle School Tournament are encouraged to try out for the Upper Schoolthe Middle School Tournament are encouraged to try out for the Upper Schoolthe Middle School Tournament are encouraged to try out for the Upper Schoolthe Middle School Tournament are encouraged to try out for the Upper School
teams. Please speak to Dra. Neise about more information on these teams.teams. Please speak to Dra. Neise about more information on these teams.teams. Please speak to Dra. Neise about more information on these teams.teams. Please speak to Dra. Neise about more information on these teams.teams. Please speak to Dra. Neise about more information on these teams.


