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Issue # 018

The New Face of Sudent Gover nment
L earning, Responsibility, Communication, Solutions

Over the past year and a half the role of the Upper School Student Government Organization (STUCO) has
changed dramatically. Principal Pete Kennedy and STUCO faculty advisor Joe Santos have worked with student
representatives to develop the leadership skills they need to become active participants in the decision-making
process of the Upper School. As a result, students now have more of a voice and work with the faculty and
administration to seek solutionsto issuesthat affect the Upper School community.

Early onin their tenure, STUCO Executives Joy Garrido, Carolina Cooper, Fernando Scodro and Wallace Torres
decided that their organization could, and needed to, go beyond itstraditional role of organizing partiesand events,
and within the school’s administration they found receptive ears. STUCO membersareworking hardto helprealize
their potential as an important link between students, parents, faculty and administrators. STUCO projects have
made positive contributionsto student learning and have improved the overall quality of life on campus.

With added responsibility comes hard work, and STUCO members have risen to the occasion. Before making any
presentations STUCO members often spend hours researching and devel oping creative solutions to concerns, or
providing thoughtful advice for the faculty and administrators. STUCO members devel op studies and surveys so
that they can present information and opinions during faculty meetings, host school wide assemblies, (including
graduation), interview headmaster candidates, and meet regularly with the Upper School Principal.

Throughout thistransformation STUCO members have |earned that the faculty wants to work with them aslong as
they taketheir responsibilities seriously. Student leaders have now become active participantsin many of the Upper
School’simprovement initiatives. As STUCO and faculty develop a more mature relationship everyone wins and
EARJis sureto maintain its place as one of the premier international schoolsin Brazil.

Click on presentation on the
http://www.earj. Bullying Prevention Program
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A o B All parents are invited to a
Lother )2

com.br/ on February 27, 2007 at 8:30 AM in

publications/ the auditorium. This event is
ppause/ organized by Penny de Mello e Souza,
to see the Program Coordinator.

Panther Pause in
color at the EARJ Parents will obtain information about
VYeb?"te’_ the program and its implementation
publication link. at EARJ. They will also learn what
they can do to help.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

The After School Program is under way. Lower School students participate
in a wide variety of activities including Basketball, Soccer, Volleyball,
Gymnastics, Capoeira, Climbing, Robotics, Art and Scrapbook. Some activities
still have openings. For further information, please call Katia, ext. 9002.




LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

HAPPY VALENTINE’'S DAY!

A very special Thank You to the 4" grade
parents who joined us for the Nosso
Recanto Meeting. The Fourth Grade
Experiential Education Retreat is
scheduled to take place from March 5-9
at Nosso Recanto in Campos de Jordao
and we look forward to a fabulous
experience for all of our 4" graders.

The LS Portuguese Department cordially
invites all new parents to an Open House
Meeting on Monday, February 12" at 2:00
p.m. in Room 412. Come meet the
Portuguese teachers and learn more
about our Portuguese program!

A Special Valentine’s Day Sale

organized by the Student

Services Department will take

place at school next Tuesday,
February 13". Funds raised will be
donated to the LS Muse-on Project
presently under construction in the
mezzanine area.

All Lower School Parents are cordially
invited to the New Lower School Parent
Breakfast hosted by our two counselors,
Ms. Rossana and Ms. Patricia. The
meeting will be held Wednesday,
February 14" at 8:15 A.M.inRoom 412. We
hope to see you there!

Second grade Pet Show and Tell Day wiill
be held next Friday, February 16" as part
of the science unit on Living Things. Each
child is encouraged to bring a real or a
make-believe pet to school and to be
prepared to share information about the
pet.

More News from the Portuguese
Department: Carnaval is Rio’s most
popular celebration. This festivity attracts
thousands of people from all around the
world. Here at EA, students are involved
in many activities and projects such as
the following:

1t grade: Costume parade

2nd grade: Performance of famous
“marchinhas”

394 grade: Carnaval in Bahia and
Pernambuco

4% grade: Carnaval in Rio

5t grade: Samba Schools

Parents are invited to the display Il
Mostra de Carnaval na EA that will take
place Friday, February 16" in Room 412.
Come see all the students’ Carnival
projects on display and share with us
the fun and excitement of this unique

celebration!
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We remind parents that school will be
closed from February 19 — 23 for the
Carnival Holidays. Classes will
resume on Monday, February26

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

Please refer to the front page for the
article about our outstanding
Student Government Organization
(StTuCcoO) I

Important dates:
February 19 - 23: Carnaval Holiday
(no school).

March 1: Drug/Alcohol program.
March 7. Mid-quarter of the 3rd
quarter

March 7: Parent Conferences
March 15: EARJ 70th Birthday
celebration

April 4: End of Third Quarter




MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION

Respect Shirts — Friday, February 16" is RESPECT Shirt Day. Please remind your child to
wear his/her shirt. Extra shirts are available for purchase by students and adults in the
Middle School Office for R$10,00. Should you want one, please contact Ms. Sonja at
Sonia.Carruthers@earj.com.br

Student Behavior — It has come to our attention that some students may be playing a dangerous
game at home where they hyperventilate and then choke each other. Apparently the dizziness
and fainting create a sensation similar to a “high.” We ask parents to speak with their children
about the dangers inherent with this type of activity. Thanks.

Middle School/Upper School Music Recital — We hope to see parents and students at the
recital on Thursday, February 15 at 7:30 PM in the Auditorium. Please note that students will
have an after school rehearsal on Wednesday of this week as well. For more information, please
contact Mr. V at Roger.Valencia@earj.com.br or Ms. Barbara at Barbara. Werner@earj.com.br We
thank you for your support of our music program!

Email Communication - To better facilitate communication, we are sending most
communication with parents to email addresses. Two emails have been sent to our
parents this semester — the Welcome Back letter and the letter regarding the
upcoming Search Institute survey. If you did not receive either of these, please call
the office so we can get your correct email address. Thanks for your attention to
thisl

Search Institute Survey — Students took the survey this week and we have sent the surveys
to the US. As soon as we have results, which is typically 8-12 weeks, we will be sharing them
with the students and the parent community. If you have any questions about the survey, please
contact Ms. Penny in the Office.

Continued Work on Community Service — The eighth graders in the Health Quality of
Life Service Learning Group will be visiting Hemo Rio on Wednesday, February 14 to begin
planning the work they will do with this NGO. Please contact Mr. Wozniak for more information
at Jason.Wozniak@earj.com.br We thank you for your support of our ongoing efforts to involve
our students in meaningful community service.

Carnival Celebration — We are pleased to involve our Portuguese for Foreigners students
in the annual Carnival celebration. With “serpentine,” samba music, and noise makers,
students will be involved in a mini “banda.” Carnival will be held on Friday, February 16"
from 12:12 — 12:50 in room 523. This year we will be able to have a live performance of
samba by some Upper School band students. Thanks to the Portuguese teachers for their
development of this exciting learning opportunity!

Middle School Sports — During the second semester the following sports are open to all
Middle School students as long as students do not turn 15 before the last day of the
tournament. Practice times are 3:30 — 5:00 PM. If you have any questions, please see our
Athletic Director, Dra. Neise Abreu.

= Boys’ Softball: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Fridays/Saturdays (coach Scott McMullan)

* Boys’ Futsal: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Gustavo Dias)

= @irls’ Volleyball: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Bernardo Pedro)

» Cheerleading: Tuesdays/Thursdays (coach Luisa Parente)

= QGirls’ Futsal: Mondays/Wednesdays (coach Marcelo Cecchi)

= Boys’ Volleyball: Mondays/Wednesdays (coach Nelson Bonzi)

Middle School Students who are 15 years old or will turn 15 before the last day
of the Middle School Tournament are encouraged to try out for the Upper
School teams. Please speak to Dra. Neise about more information on these
teams.







