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Headmaster’'s M essage
Accreditation Survey

Every five years, schools that are accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)
undergo a rigorous process of certifying that they meet
prescribed standards. EscolaAmericanaiscurrently writing
its Standards Assessment Report that will evaluate
adherenceto these standards. Thisreport will beavailable
to parents at the end of this school year.

A very important element of this process is creating a
school profile based on feedback from parents, students,
and staff. | recently sent an email message asking you to
fill out and submit an online survey. We urgeall familiesto
submit these surveys by next Friday, March 23.

If you did not receive the message with the online survey
information, please contact your child's divisional office
to make sure we have your correct email address. Thank
you for your cooperation and support.

Peter Cooper, Headmaster

Happy Birthday to
Escola Americana
March 15
1937-2007

| ssue # 022

DESTINATION IMAGINATION®

Volunteers Needed — At the end of
March, EA will host the annual
Destination Imagination Celebration.
Teams from Sao Paulo, Campinas, and
Asuncion will join teams from EA in
showing their central challenge
solutions as well as participating in
various workshops. This event is made

possible by volunteers! If you are interested in volunteering
some time for this event, please send an email to

Shaysann.Kaun@earj.com.br

Appraiser Training for the Celebration will take place
Saturday, March 17 in the Middle School Attic. For new
appraisers, training will begin at 9:00 AM. For returning
appraisers, the training will begin at 11:00 AM. All training
will finish at 4:00 PM. We thank all community members who
volunteered to be apPRAISers for the Celebration! We couldn’t

host this event without your support!

WanttoLearntoPlay the
Piano, the Sax, or to Sing?

After-school musiclessonsaregoing on
now! Lessonsareavailabletoall EARJ
students, parents, teachers and staff.
Contact Leo Peganha at 8749-0125 for
moreinformation.

Muscians

Needed!

Doyouplay
vialin, viola, cello,

or bass? Play

withEARJIstU-
dentsand helpthe

music program.
Contact Roger Vaenciaat

roger.vaencia@earj.com.br or
2125-9080




How will | be missed at Escola Americana when | have graduated?

Dr. Michael Behnke, Dean of Admissions at the University of Chicago, was sent to Brazil by the Department
of State to give parents and students advice on how to increase their chances of being accepted to
college in the United States. In his talk, he gave very concrete suggestions that will make students more
competitive applicants, and even more importantly, more successful adults.

“Develop a passion!” For Upper School students, this means getting involved in extracurricular activities
such as sports, Knowledge Bowl, Model United Nations, math competitions, or participating in a community
service or other project outside of school. Middle School students should also think about ways in which
they can take advantage of the programs and opportunities offered at Escola Americana, including
Destination Imagination, sports and drama.

Learn to study in groups effectively, learn to ask for help and build relationships with teachers.

Think about your legacy and ask yourself in what ways you will be missed at Escola Americana once you
have graduated. Will your teachers miss your great contributions to class discussion? Will the club you
led miss your enthusiastic leadership and the personal attention you gave to each member? Will children
from Rocinha miss meeting you after school to improve their writing?

Student ID

if you would like to get the STB (Student Travel Bureau) student ID card, please pick up the form in
the Admission, Lower School, Middle or Upper School Offices. This ID card can be issued to Preschool
children also. All you need to do is bring the following items to Vera Soares in the Admissions Office
(block 8):

- Form filled out

- 1 picture 3x4 cm

- Fee of R$ 25,00

These forms are delivered to STB on Mondays after 3:00 p.m.

Discounts are offered to students who have this ID, such as: movies, Blockbuster, McDonalds,
Churrascaria Porcdo, Sodiler, Pizza Hut and many other places. Please check at www.STB.com.br

CARTEIRA DE ESTUDANTE

Se vocé gostaria de fazer uma para seu filho(a), ja a partir do Preschool, precisa apanhar o formulario
num dos offices: Admission, Lower, Middle ou Upper School, preencher os dados da crian¢ca com o seu
numero de carteira de identidade de assinar pela crianca. Devolver para Vera Soares no bloco 8
(Administracdo) com:

- uma foto 3x4

- R$ 25,00 de taxa.

Os formularios sdo encaminhados ao STB as segundas-feiras por volta das 15:00 horas.

Com a carteira, descontos pode ser obtidos na Churrascaria Por¢do, McDonalds, Blockbuster, Sodiler,
Pizza Hut e muitos outros lugares. A lista completa das lojas/restaurantes podera ser checada através
do site: www.STB.com.br

Prepare for a Chili cook-off and Texas-style family day sponsored by the Union Church.
Compete in a contest for the best chili and enjoy races, ponies, country music and much
more! - Saturday March 31 at Union Church - 12:00-6:00 PM. For more information, please
call Margaret Lawley 9161-7010

Come, watch, and cheer for our games

@ Athletic news - Home of the Panthers

Upper School Upper School Upper School

Date Time | Place | /s Volleyball | Boys' Volleyball | Girls' Softball

19-Mar Mon 16:00 | Tartan

20-Mar Tue 1545 | Field EA X Teachers EA X Teachers

21-Mar | Wed | 16:30| British EA X British




LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

A very special thank you to:

e All the Barra and Gavea parents
and teachers who joined us at EA-
Barra this week for the workshop
on Early Childhood Education
conducted by Eva Parrucci from
the Montessori Teacher Training
Center in Chicago.

e The Barra preschool parents who
helped in supervising the students
on their visit to the Gavea
campus.

Escola Americana’s 70"
Birthday! Join us in
celebrating EA’s 70 years
of providing the finest in
international education.
All parents, faculty, staff
and alumni are cordially
invited to a special
cocktail and dinner at
Casa de Arte e Cultura
Julieta de Serpa on Saturday, March 17
starting at 7:30 P.M. We will also bid
farewell to Peter Cooper and honor his
12 years of service as teacher, counselor
and headmaster. We hope to see
everyone there!

Barra students had a wonderful time with
their Gavea Preschool and Kinder friends
in celebration of EA’s 70" Birthday! They
participated in many activities together
and pictures of this wonderful get-
together of the two EA campuses will be
posted online on the Preschool
webpage.

Géavea Preschool will be joining their
Barra friends on March 30™ for a day at
the Barra campus. More detailed
information about the visit will be sent
home to parents next week.

Milk Campaign: The Lower School collected
125 units of dry milk this week which is being
distributed to Alegria das Criancas located in
Rocinha. Thank you to all of our students
and parents who have been supporting

our weekly campaign. We are making a
difference.

4" grade Experiential Education Retreat
at NR, March 5-9: Our 64 -4t graders
were outstanding students, citizens and
friends last week. They learned tons
and lived the camp experience
enthusiastically. We were very proud
of them and hope they have wonderful
memories of this experience for years to
come!

Parent-Teacher Conferences: We are
going to try out a different system for the
conferences this semester in an attempt
to keep students in school learning while
honoring the invaluable practice and
purpose of conferences. Students will
come to school on conference days and
normal class schedules and routines wiill
be followed. More information about
conference dates and procedures will
be sent home in the near future.

Mark your Calendars:

e The next LS Parent-Principal
Breakfast will be held in Gavea on
Tuesday, March 20" at 8:15 A.M. in
room 412.

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEKEND:

WE LOOK FORWARD TO OUR LS FAMILIES
PARTICIPATION IN EARJ’s “WALK FOR CANCER’
THIS SUNDAY AT THE LAGOA.

UNITED WITH COMMUNITIES AROUND WORLD, WE WILL
HELP REALIZE THE GOAL OF FINDING A CURE, OF SAVING

LIVES.

S




MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION

On Time Arrival — We are having lots of students arrive to school after the bell for first period. Please work
with your children to ensure an on time arrival. We recommend that all students arrive at school by 7:45 AM to
allow sufficient time to prepare and arrive to the first class. Should your child be tardy arriving, please send a
note or email to Ms. Carol at Carol.Carvalho@ear].com.br and ask your child to report to the Office before going
to class. We thank you for your help with this.

MathCounts Competition — Our teams will head to Graded School on March 21 to compete in the annual
MathCounts Competition. We wish the teams and individuals lots of luck!

March 30 - Due to the Brazil Destination ImagiNation Celebration which will take place on our campus and
in our classrooms on Friday, March 30, there will not be formal classes for Middle School students on this day.
Students will be asked to choose whether they will volunteer for the event, come to watch the event, or
participate in one of five mixed grade level cultural field trips in Rio.

Mid Quarter - Reports have been mailed along with Power School Parent Login Information. Please watch
for this to come in the mail. If you have any questions about this, please contact Ms. Sonja Carruthers at
Sonia.Carruthers@earj.com.br Thanks.

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

Thank you to all parents who attended Parent Conferences on March 14. We had a large turnout and from all
accounts it was an extremely positive event for both parents and teacher alike! These one-on-one meetings are the
most valuable interaction that parents and teachers can have when discussing the individual progress of students. If
you were unableto attend but would like to meet with any of the teachers, please call the counseling office (2121-9093)
to make an appointment. FYI: Mid Quarter — Reports have been mailed along with Power School Parent Login
Information.

SOS WalkaThon — The SOS Walkathon Against Cancer will take place Sunday, March 18, at the Lagoa. The walk
will begin and end at Parque dos Patins. Registrationisopen at 10:00AM and thewalk will beginat 11:00AM. Please
join in the fun and support this worthy cause! To raise student awareness about both the WalkaT hon and the disease
itself, SOS members held an Upper School assembly on March 13. Among the guest speakers was 9™ grader Ebba
Ljungberg. Ebba presented an emotional and inspirational tribute to her mother who sadly passed away from cancer
several years ago. Please support our students and this worthy cause by making a donation, purchasing tee-shirt, or
participating isthiswonder event.

On March 16 our 9th graderswill be participating in | slam Day. During the morning, studentswill make presentations
about the medieval Islamic cities of Istanbul, Baghdad, Timbuktu, Cordoba and Grenada. Students and visitors will
then experiencethe sights and sounds of these citiesastheir peershave worked diligently to transform their classrooms
into Islamic markets, mosques and madrasas. Food will be provided at all sessions so students and visitorscan sample
the various cuisines of the Islamic world. Visitors are encouraged to travel among the cities as Muslim travelers
roamed through the Islamic world in the 14th and 15th centuries. Later inthe day, the studentswill be engaged in panel
discussions of contemporary issues in the Islamic world. Such issues as the veiling of women, the prospects for
democracy in Islamic countries, and the Islamic concept of jihad will be discussed.

The Upper School is happy to welcome Seve Esselink to our faculty. Steve joins EARJ as the Upper School
technology coordinator. Steve's duties will include: assisting students and teachers with their technology needs,
exploring avenuesto expand the integration of technology into the curriculum, keeping our current technology in good
repair, and help provide direction for future uses of technology. Welcome Steve!

Upcoming Events:

March 15: EARJ's 70" Birthday
March 16: Muslim Day

April 4: End of 3" quarter

April 10—14: Big4




