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PTA NEWS
DON’T MISS THE NEXT PTA MEETINGS!

Não perca nossas próximas reuniãos do PTA!
 

Our next PTA General Meeting in Gávea will be held
on:
A nossa próxima Reunião Geral do PTA na Gávea
será realizada no dia:

Monday, April 2 / Segunda, 2 de abril
At 8:15am to 10:00am in Room 412
Das 8:15 ás 10:00 na Sala 412

And the next PTA Meeting in Barra will be held on:
A nossa próxima Reunião Geral do PTA na Barra será
realizada no dia:

Tuesday, April 3 / Segunda, 3 de abril
At 8:15am to 9:30am in the Art Room
Das 8:15 ás 9:30 no Salão de Arte

Come and join us!
Não falte! Compareça!

DESTINATION IMAGINATION ®

Prestigious College Scholarship
Awarded to Escola Americana Alum

Elizabeth Cooper, former Escola Americana student
from 2003-2006, was awarded the very prestigious
Margaret Sanders Scholarship.  Only four seniors from
around the world are awarded this scholarship
annually. Margaret Sanders worked in a company that
published international schools’ yearbooks.  She
decided to “give back” to the schools she served by
establishing a fund that would grant four $5,000
scholarships each year, awarded to students who
represent: persistence, motivation, resourcefulness,
acceptance of other cultures and points of view,
commitment to the welfare of others, and a desire to
address community and society needs and problems.

Elizabeth was awarded the grant based on her
community service work at Escola Americana.  She
co-founded the Service Oriented Students Club which
organizes the Walk Against Cancer (now in its third
year with more than 250 participants last Sunday), a
house-building project for a poor family in São Paulo
through Habitat for Humanity, and a bakery service
to raise money for these and other projects.

In her application for the scholarship, Elizabeth wrote:
“Through my activities in high school I’ve learned
about the logistics of organizing events, teamwork,
the importance of visuals when promoting a cause
or an event, and most importantly, all the different
ways in which one can contribute to the community. “

05 night stay at the Brisa da Praia Hotel in Porto Seguro – double room in low season courtesy of Viajantes Turismo
Dinner for 2 courtesy of Copacabana Palace Hotel, Togu Restaurant, Artigiano Restaurant, and Marriott Hotel
Weekend stay at the Marriott Hotel for 2 people courtesy of Marriott Hotel
01 night stay at the Rio Intercontinental Hotel – Sao Conrado with breakfast
Fine Jewelry courtesy of Fracesca Romana, Michael, and Ledoux
Fine Jewelry courtesy of Ledoux
Brunch for 2 courtesy of Marriott Hotel
Fine Merchandise from Elle et Lui
DI Merchandise and Pins
Other exciting prizes

Tickets are available with any Destination Imagination team member or in the Middle School Office. Tickets may also be
purchased during the Imagination Celebration at the Registration Desk or BomDIA Store. We thank you for your support!

Brazil Destination ImagiNation Celebration 2007 Brazil Destination ImagiNation Celebration 2007 Brazil Destination ImagiNation Celebration 2007 Brazil Destination ImagiNation Celebration 2007 Brazil Destination ImagiNation Celebration 2007 will take place from Thursday, March 29th to Saturday, March 31st.
The Opening Ceremonies will take place on the Tartan at EA with a special sand castle building activity. Central challenges
will be presented during the day on Friday and Saturday at EA. All members of our school community are invited to come
and watch the solutions created and presented by the teams. If you wish to attend, please send an email to
Shaysann.Kaun@earj.com.br . We would love to have you present for this special Celebration!

Destination ImagiNation Appraisers – Destination ImagiNation Appraisers – Destination ImagiNation Appraisers – Destination ImagiNation Appraisers – Destination ImagiNation Appraisers – We thank you for attending the training held on Saturday, March 17. We
couldn’t host this event without your support!

BomDIA Raffle - BomDIA Raffle - BomDIA Raffle - BomDIA Raffle - BomDIA Raffle - The Brazil
Destination ImagiNation Affiliate
is a non-profit organization that
depends on fundraising to
support the program and events
of DI for Brazil and other
countries in South America. We
are holding our annual RAFFLE

which will begin Monday, March 26 and end at the Closing
Ceremonies on Saturday, March 31. Some of the many prizes
include:



Athletic  news
 DON’T MISS THE UPPER SCHOOL

FUTSAL TOURNAMENT. THIS FRIDAY
23 AND SATURDAY 24 EARJ - TARTAN
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STUDENT ID
If you would like to get the STB  (Student Travel Bureau)
student ID card, please pick up the form in the Admission,
Lower School, Middle or Upper School Offices.  This ID
card can be issued to Preschool children also. All you
need to do is bring the following items to Vera Soares in
the Admissions Office (block 8):
- Form filled out
- 1 picture 3x4 cm
- Fee of R$ 25,00
These forms are delivered to STB on Mondays after 3:00
p.m.
Discounts are offered to students who have this ID, such
as: movies, Blockbuster, McDonalds, Churrascaria
Porcão, Sodiler, Pizza Hut and many other places. Please
check at www.STB.com.br

CARTEIRA DE ESTUDANTE
Se você gostaria de fazer uma para seu filho(a), já a partir
do Preschool, precisa apanhar o formulário num dos
offices: Admission, Lower, Middle ou Upper School,
preencher os dados da criança com o seu número de
carteira de identidade e assinar pela criança. Devolver
para Vera Soares no bloco 8 (Administração) com:
- uma foto 3x4
- R$ 25,00 de taxa

Os formulários são encaminhados ao STB às segundas-
feiras por volta das 15:00 horas.

Com a carteira, descontos podem ser obtidos na
Churrascaria Porção, McDonalds, Blockbuster, Sodiler,
Pizza Hut e muitos outros lugares. A lista completa das
lojas/restaurantes poderá ser consultada através do site:
www.STB.com.br

Prepare  for  a  Chili  cook-off  and  Texas-style
family  day  sponsored  by  the  Union  Church.
Compete in a contest for the best chili and enjoy
races, ponies, country music and much more! -
Saturday March 31 at Union Church - 12:00-6:00
PM. For more information, please call Margaret
Lawley  9161-7010.

The S.O.S. Staff would like to thank EARJ for the
support it received for the Walkathon. Our
community had a significant part in making the
Walkathon a success this year.  R$12,042.25 was
raised for INCA and nearly 300 people walked!
Thank you all very much for your contributions
either by donating or walking.



LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

Special thanks to:
• All the EA parents, teachers,

administrators, alumni, friends and
members of the “Velha Guarda”
who attended the cocktail and
dinner at Casa de Cultura Julieta de
Serpa last Saturday in celebration of
Escola Americana’s 70th      Birthday.
Congratulations to Suelena Bastos,
Alumni Director, and to Laura Barros,
Development Office Director for
organizing the lovely evening!

• The EA community for joining us on
Sunday for a Walk Against Cancer
around the Lagoa.  Congratulations
to all involved in organizing this
annual event.

• The LS parents who joined us for the
March Parent-Principal Breakfast in
Gávea.  We appreciate your
interest and perspectives.

• The Gávea Preschool parents from
room 122 and the Barra parents
who helped supervise the students
during the visit to Barra today.

Pictures of the Barra - Gávea Preschool
(Room 122) Get-Together will be posted
on-line.  Please check your e-mails,
parents!

Next Friday, March 30th will be room 121’s
turn to join their friends for a day at the
Barra campus.

Lower School makes the headlines on
Folha Dirigida!
The Fourth Grade Retreat and the LS’s
Dance and Language group visit to
Deborah Colker’s dance studio received
full coverage in the education section of
Folha Dirigida. A previous issue of the same
newspaper highlighted our LS Paws News
project.  Parabens!

LS Parent-Teacher Conferences: Please be
advised that we will try out a different
system for the conferences this semester
in an attempt to keep students in school

while honoring the invaluable practice
and purpose of the conferences.
Students will come to school on
conference days and normal class
schedules and routines will be followed.
Assistant teachers will cover classes while
homeroom teachers meet with parents.
Nursery through 1st grade Conferences
will be held mid-April; 2nd-5th grade
Student-Led Conferences will be mid-
May.

All parents are cordially invited to attend
this year’s Lower School Talent Show
Wednesday, March 28th from 6:30 - 8:00
p.m. in EA’s Auditorium.

An Update on the MuseOn:  Sincere
gratitude is extended to all parents who
have contributed to our capital
campaign. We are now more than mid-
way in fundraising and constructing our
state of the art learning space, a first of
its kind for RIO and Brazil! We’ll keep you
posted about inauguration plans!

Mark your Calendars:
· April 2 – PTA Meeting in Gávea
· April 3 – PTA Meeting in Barra
· April 6 - School closed for the

Easter holidays.
· April 13 – Kindergarten visits Barra
· April 17 – 5th Grade Retreat

Parent Meeting
· April 24 – Parent-Principal

Meeting

Happy Easter Holidays



MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION UPPER SCHOOL SECTION
Principal’s Notes:  Parenting - The Most Difficult Job
Each Fall, I find it important to reflect upon the school year.  Much
can be learned by looking not only at successes and accom-
plishments, but at one’s failures as well.  In my personal life, I
have always been the type of person who sees the glass as half
full.  I enjoy the simple pleasures in life and always look on the
bright side.  Few things give me more pleasure than a sunset jog
on Ipanema Beach or spending time with family and friends. Un-
fortunately, I tend to think a bit differently in my professional life.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m still the same upbeat person, but I tend
to be much more critical of myself.  Each day, you entrust me/
EARJ with your most valuable possession, your child.  If I dwell
on that fact too long, the responsibility can, at times, seem over-
whelming.  Perhaps it can be compared to your most challenging
job, parenting?  Granted, I get off easy as my “parenting” respon-
sibilities conclude once my school day ends.  You, fortunately or
unfortunately, depending upon how you look at it, are on call 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Larry Axmaker, EdD, PhD, recently published an article supporting
your efforts as parents.  I thought it made for interesting reading
and have included an excerpt below.

The difficulty of designing computer chips, building
skyscrapers, or performing brain surgery pales in comparison
to being a consistently good parent. There are few universally
accepted truths, and what works for one family may not work
for another. There are, however, some general suggestions,
observations, and resources that could make parenting easier
and more effective for you.

Kids need attention. Not just attention, but your attention.
Children want quality time with their parents, even as they get
older.

Kids need affection. Small children love to cuddle, hug, and
kiss their parents. As the kids get older, the affectionate
behavior tends to diminish and often stops altogether. Smiles,
supportive words, and hugs are beneficial at any age.

Kids need parameters. Be firm but fair.  Although your children
may tell you they don’t want to live by any rules whatsoever,
they are actually more secure when they live with reasonable,
enforced limits. Set rules that are fair and enforceable.
Whenever possible, set rules as a family.

Kids need parents. Most of all, children need parents, whether
it be biological, step, adoptive, or foster. Young, old, stern, or
happy-go-lucky - just being there is step number one to being
an effective parent.

Other News:
Congratulations to Upper School faculty members Alissa Davis,
Jennifer Coleman, Annette Dam, and our SOS Club for organizing
last Sunday’s Walkathon Against Cancer.  Roughly 300 hardy
walkers turned out to help raise money to fight this dreadful
disease.

Over 80 Upper School athletes will take part in this semester’s
Big 4 tournament. Students will compete against other American/
International schools in volleyball, softball, futsal, and cheerleading.
The Big 4 will be held at Camp Nosso Recanto
April 10 – 14. Good luck Panthers!

Respect Shirts – Students are asked to wear their
RESPECT shirts on Friday, March 30.

MathCounts Competition – Congratulations to our
MathCounts teams who participated in the
tournament at Graded School this week. They did a
nice job and although they didn’t place in the top
three teams, their coaches were proud of their hard
work.

March 30 – Due to the Brazil Destination
ImagiNation Celebration which will take place on
our campus and in our classrooms on Friday, March
30, there will not be formal classes for Middle School
students on this day. Students have been asked to
choose among three field trips – Tour of Maracanã
Soccer Stadium, trip to Corcovado via the train, and
a day trip to Ilha de Paqueta – or come and participate
in the DI event. Permission slips for the trips, with
more details will be sent home on Monday and are
needed back by Wednesday, March 28th. If you have
any questions, please contact us at
Sonia.Carruthers@earj.com.br

On Time Arrival – We are having lots of students
arrive to school after the bell for first period. Please
work with your children to ensure an on time arrival.
We recommend that all students arrive at school by
7:45 AM to allow sufficient time to prepare and arrive
to the first class. Should your child be tardy arriving,
please send a note or email to Ms. Carol at
Carol.Carvalho@earj.com.br and ask your child to
report to the Office before going to class. We thank
you for your help with this.

ATHLETIC
NEWS

DON’T MISS THE UPPER SCHOOL FUTSAL
TOURNAMENT!!!
WHEN? THIS FRIDAY 23 AND SATURDAY 24
WHERE? EARJ/ TARTAN
WHO? EARJ BOYS & GIRLS, OLM, STO AMARO, CEL,
CRUZEIRO

COME, WATCH AND CHEER FOR OUR ATHLETES

Friday - March 23
12:30 EA X OLM - BOYS
14:30 EA X OLM - GIRLS
16:00 CRUZEIRO X CEL - BOYS
17:30 EA X Sto Amaro - GIRLS

Saturday - March 24
09:00 EA X CEL - BOYS
10:30 OLM X StoAmaro - GIRLS
12:30 OLM X CEL- BOYS
14:30 EA X Cruzeiro - BOYS
16:00 OLM X Cruzeiro - BOYS


