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Escola Americana Initiates a Toddler
Program and Receives International
Montessori Specialist

Escola Americana opened its doors to two-year-olds, or
Toddlers, at the beginning of this semester. Consistent
with the already existing Preschool program for three to
six year olds, the Toddler program has a strong Montessori
component which builds on children’s natural inclination
toward exploration, orientation, order and concentration.
A Montessori approach includes:

e multi-age classrooms, which facilitate differentiation
in the classroom;

special educational materials which students
manipulate to learn through hands-on experience,
research and analysis and which helps students
develop fine motor skill and hand-eye coordination, an
important element in cognitive development

blocks of time where students chose the work they
will do, thus increasing their motivation, commitment

to learning and independence.

Ms. Eva Parrucci, a Consultant from Meca-Seton Montessori
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PTANEWS

DON'T MISS THE NEXT PTA MEETINGS!
N&o perca nossas proximas reunidos do PTA!

Our next PTA General Meeting in Gavea will be held
on:

A nossa proxima Reunido Geral do PTA na Gavea
ser&realizada no dia:

Monday, April 2/ Segunda, 2 de abril
At 8:15am to 10:00am in Room 412
Das 8:15 as 10:00 na Sala 412

And the next PTA Meeting in Barra will be held on:
A nossa proxima Reunido Geral do PTA na Barra sera
realizada no dia:

Tuesday, April 3/ Segunda, 3 de abiril
At 8:15am to 9:30am in the Art Room
Das 8:15 4s 9:30 no Saldo de Arte
Comeandjoin us!
Nao faltel Compareca!

Teacher Training Center in Chicago, spent two days
observing the Escola Americana Preschool program and
assisting our teachers in developing the Montesorri
component of the Toddler program. She said of her visit
to Escola Americana: “This being the centenary celebration
of the opening of the first Montessori Children’s House, |
can't help but reflect on Montessori’s universal message
of respect for the person, of education as an aid to life,
and admire the way in which the essential elements of the
Montessori approach adapt themselves to each culture and
each unique situation. The Montessori philosophy is
blooming at EA Preschool, with an international flavor, and
a particularly keen commitment to understanding and
following the unique needs of each and every child.”

Athletic News
Scrimmage Games Schedule

Date | Time | Place Cl\;liir?g,lveoﬁg;gglll glci(rj]gfl _:cphpoe(gl
Girls'Futsal | Girls'Futsal
5-Apr | Thur | 17:00| Tartan EAXCSA
12-Apr | Thur | 15:30| Tartan | EA X Barilan
18-Apr | Thur [ 15:30] Tartan EAX CSA

“IT'SALONG VACATION -
KEEP THAT ENGLISHALIVE!"

Bv LuizaMaia- MS& USESL Specialist

Most students, who study in a second language, spend most of
their vacations speaking in their first language. For our students
who study in English throughout the school year, this almost
two-month gap can become very disruptive to these students’
fluency in English. It is very common for them to come back to
school with less language than they left, which can pose
unnecessary stress. Teachers may need to spend time
“recapturing” that language so that academic work can continue
successfully.

Language skills such as the ability to read with comprehension
of text, to write clearly and in an organized manner, to listen and
understand, and to communicate ideas clearly while we speak,
are skills that are learned and can be improved by constant
practice. Therefore, it is strongly recommended that the students
get involved in some kind of activity during long vacations that
will provide them with opportunities to use their second/third
language, that is, English.

The ideal situation would be to send the students to immetsion
summer programs in the United States, Canada, England or
Australia. Other suggestions are to provide at home as many
opportunities for English language use as possible. These
suggestions are to make sure that the students come back to
classes with very minimal language loss.

Please consider carefully the idea of providing your child with
strong English support during this long vacation. The benefits
gained from extra input and reinforcement will build into your

child’s future the asset of becoming a successful bilingual person.




LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

Congratulations to the LS students from 39, 4" and
5t grades who participated in our 06-07 LS Talent
Shows. The performances were fabulous! We were
so proud! Special thanks to Ms. Barbara, Ms.
Lorraine, Ms. Francesca, and Ms. Rebeca, and to
parents of participants for all of your support.

LS Parent-Teacher Conferences: Please be advised
that we will try out a different system for the
conferences this semester in an attempt to keep
students in school while honoring the invaluable
practice and purpose of the conferences. Students
will come to school on conference days and
normal class schedules and routines will be
followed. Assistant teachers will cover classes while
homeroom teachers meet with parents. Nursery
through 1%t grade Conferences will be held mid-
April; 2n-5" grade Student-Led Conferences will be
mid-May. Parents will receive an appointment slip
two weeks prior to conference date. Please do
your best to attend.

The Gavea and Barra Kindergarten Students will
be going on a field trip to the Planetarium on April
18" as a culminating activity for their latest unit
about the Solar System. Please note that in view of
the field trip to the Planetarium, the Kinder visit to
the Barra campus has been postponed to May 4.

The Student Services Department is organizing a
special Easter Sale for Tuesday, April 39 to help raise
funds for the completion of our MuseOn.

Where has Peter Cottontail hidden all the chocolate
Easter eggs? Follow the clues next week to
discover some tasty surprises! April 2" and 5"
Gavea Easter Egg Hunt (Primary Years); April 4t
Barra Easter Egg Hunt

More thanks to:

e Tothe Paws News Team for visiting our Barra
preschool campus last week.

e Tothe Gavea Preschool parents from room
121 and the Barra parents who helped
supervise the students during the visit to
Barra today.

Pictures of the Barra - Gavea Preschool (Room 121)
Get-Together will be posted on-line. Please check
your e-mails, parents!

Mark your Calendars:

April 2 - PTA Meeting in Gavea

April 3 - PTA Meeting in Barra

April 20 — Earth Day Celebration

April 23 — Holiday (S. Jorge)

April 24 — LS Parent-Principal Breakfast

We remind parents that school will be closed on
Friday, April 6" for the Easter Holidays. Classes will
resume on Monday, April 9t

MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION

Congratulations to the Destination ImagiNation
teams who performed this past weekend at the
ImagiNation Celebration! It was wonderful to see
the presentations. Thanks also go to the wonderful
volunteers who made this event possible.

On Time Arrival — We are having lots of students
arrive to school after the bell for first period. Please
work with your children to ensure an on time arrival.
We recommend that all students arrive at school by
7:45 AM to allow sufficient time to prepare and arrive
to the first class. Should your child be tardy arriving,
please send a note or email to Ms. Carol at
Carol.Carvalho@earj.com.br and ask your child to
report to the Office before going to class. We thank
you for your help with this.

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

April 4 marks the end of the third quarter for the Upper
School. Teachers will calculate grades and report cards
should be mailed home during the week of April 9. If you
have any questions regarding your child’s grades please
feel free to use your Power School access or contact the
teacher directly.

April isalso an anxious month for many EARJ seniorsas
they eagerly await news regarding college acceptance.
Althoughitisstill early inthe*acceptancecycle” several
seniors have been accepted by top ranked universities.
Wewill provideamore detailed list in the coming weeks.

IB students are in the middle of their oral exams which
signify the beginning of the examination season in the
Upper School. 1B written examsbeginin May. Students
and teachers will begin rigorous review sessions in
preparation for these challenging external exams. Good
luck to al!

Congratulations and thank you to Upper School teachers
Didu Simas, Bill Gelfeld and their student “ beach cleaners’
for helping with the Surfrider Foundation Valeu Praiaon
March 24. All involved hel ped beautify Sdo Conrado and
Praia do Pepé by giving their time and enthusiasm to an
extremely worthwhile cause. Well done!

Over 80 Upper School athletes will take part in this
semester’sBig 4 tournament. Studentswill compete against
other American/International schools in volleyball,
softball, futsal, and cheerleading. The Big 4 will beheld at
Camp Nosso Recanto April 10—14. Good luck Panthers!

Upcoming Events.

End of third quarter: April 4

Big4: April 10-14

Mid quarter: May 9

Athletic Awards Evening: May 16
Graduation: June2
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FRIDAY, APRIL 13™

Girls’ Softball Boys’ Softball Girls’ Volleyball Boys’ Futsal Girls’ Futsal Boys’ Volleyball
Field 1 Field 2 Poli Gym Blue Gym Blue Gym Poli Gym
7:15 WARM-UPS
8:00 #2 X #3 #2 X #3
9:45 #1 X #4 #1 X #4
12:30 3" place game 3" place game
14:00 3" place game 3" place game
16:30 #2 X #3 #2 X #3
18:00 #1 X #4 #1 X #4
19:30 CHEERLEADING DANCE PRESENTATION
20:00 | 3“placegame | 3™ place game |
23:00 LIGHTS OUT
SATURDAY, APRIL 14™
Girls’ Softball Boys’ Softball | Girls’ Volleyball Boys’ Futsal | Girls’ Futsal | Boys’ Volleyball
Field 1 Field 2 Poli Gym Blue Gym Blue Gym Poli Gym
7:10 WARM-UPS
8:00 to Gold Medal Game | Gold Medal
9:30 Game
10:00 Gold Medal Gold Medal
t0 11:30 Game Game
12:00 Gold Medal Game | Gold Medal
to 13:30 Game
13:45 AWARDS CERIMONY
14:45 BIG FOUR CONCLUDED
15:00 BUSES LEAVE NR




