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ights out at Escola Americana —
Reflections on Earth Day

Responding to widespread environmental degradation, a
Senator from Wisconsin called for an environmental “teach-
in” or Earth Day, to be held on April 22, 1970. The first Earth
Day was an important factor in persuading U.S. politicians
that environmental legislation needed to be passed.

Over 20 million people participated that year, and Earth Day
is now observed each year on this date by more than 500
million people and national governments in 175 countries.
Earth Day is now “the largest secular holiday in the world,
celebrated by more than a half billion people every year.”
Environmental groups have sought to make Earth Day a
day of action which changes human behavior and provokes
policy changes.

Earth Day at Escola Americana has the same objectives.
Lights and electricity were turned off for one hour so students
could take “Ecological Footprint Surveys” where they
analyzed the effect that their consumption has on the
environment. Students in all divisions were very happy to
have the opportunity to conserve energy and talk about energy
issues that impact their local and world environments.
Students seemed more than willing to “sacrifice” some of
their own personal comforts (lights on all the time, hours of
electronic appliance use, air conditioning) if it meant that
their ecological footprint would be reduced.

Students in the Middle School also had some strong
recommendations for making EA a “greener” campus:
-Investigate solar power capabilities

-Take advantage of our beautiful campus and have more
classes outside

-Create a school wide energy conservation plan
-Encourage teachers to become more conscientious of their
classroom energy use.

Lower School students summed it up:

“It isn’t hard to make a big change, if everybody does a
little”

“We are the adults of the future. Save the Earth!”
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May 3, 2007

PTANEWS
DON'T MISS THE NEXT PTA MEETINGS!
N&o perca nossas proximas reunidos do PTA!
Our next PTA General Meeting in Gavea will be held on:

A nossa proxima Reunido Geral do PTA na Gavea sera
realizada no dia:

Monday, May 7: At 8:15am to 10:00am, in Room 412
Segunda, 7 de maio: Das 8:15 as 10:00, na Sala 412

And the next PTA Meeting at Barra will be held on:
A nossa proxima Reunido Geral do PTA na Barra sera
realizada no dia:

Tuesday, May 8: At 8:15am to 9:30am, in the Art Room
Segunda, 8 de maio: Das 8:15 as 9:30, no Salao de Arte

NEXT EVENT: Comeandjoin us!
Nao faltel Comparecal
Wednesday, May 9: Presentation of the" Search | nstitute sSurvey

of Developmental Assets’ ( 8:00am, GaveaA uditorium)
Quarta, 9demaio: Apresentacdo daPesquisa“ Search Ingtitute's

Survey of Developmental Assets’ (8:00h, Auditorio daGéavea)

HELP!

f you are traveling to the US and are willing to drop

some correspondences in the mail for us, please
contact Vera.Soares at 2125-9008 or e-mail:
ver a.soar es@earj.com.br

NEXT WEEK’'SMENU
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Lettuce / Carrots
Tomatoes
Broccoli w/ corn
Cabbage

Grilled
beef
w/ onion

Chicken
nuggets

Noodles )
leite

Doce de

A selection of
vegetables,
rice, beans,

fruits and Jell-O
are served
everyday.

08

Lettuce /
Cauliflower
Tomatoes
Beet with beans
Watercress

Cheese
quiche

Roast beef Bread

. Chicken
with sauce

pudding

09

Lettuce / Tomatoes
Eggplant
Watercress with
Tomatoes / Beet

Fish
medalhio

Mashed
Potatoes

Beef strips

w/ onion coco

manjar de

10

Lettuce
Pumpkin
Spinach with eggs
Tomatoes

Meat shish
kabob

. . Rice w/
Chicken pie broccoli Julieta

Romeu e

11

Lettuce / Tomatoes
Corn / Beets
Fradinho beans

French
fries

Surprise

Hamburger chicken

Cake

Chocolate




LOWER SCHOOL SECTION

Special thanks to:

e The first and second grade parents
who joined us for music
presentations this week.
Congratulations to Ms. Elisa and all
of our 1t and 2" graders for their
wonderful performances!

e The Kindergarten parents who
helped with supervision during
the field trip to EA-Barra.

e Parent MuseOn donors, who
joined us for a special Breakfast this
week. (Please see note about
MuseOn sent home today).

The CTP Tests will be administered to 3
grade students next week. 5" graders will
do the tests the week following their
Experiential Education retreat. The results
of these tests are carefully reviewed and
guide us in analysis and improvement of
our program and student learning. As
previously communicated, due to steady
data patterns from CTPs over several
years, only 3rd, 5th, 6th, and 8" graders
will be involved in CTP assessments as of
this year. ERB (standardized writing)
assessment, quarterly language grade
level assessments and teacher-
generated assessments will continue as
our primary measures of our students’
learning as part of our balanced
assessment system.

2"-5h grade Parent, Student, Teacher
Conferences will begin next week. We
ask you to check the appointment slips
for date, time and place of conference

sessions. We look forward to your
participation in these three-way
conferences celebrating student

successes and highlighting next steps for
improvement.

Next week, world-renowned educator,
Art Costa, the mind behind ‘Habits of
Mind,” will be on campus. Mr. Costa wiill
be working with MS Faculty, and will
conduct a special teacher training
workshop for LS faculty on Tuesday after
school.

All Gavea and Barra Preschool and
Kindergarten parents are cordially invited
to the Music presentations next week:

May 10 - Barra

May 11 - Gavea Preschool

May 11 - Gavea Kindergarten
(Please check Ms. Elisa’s letters for time
and place of performances)

Wednesday, May 16" will be an Early
Dismissal Day. Students will be dismissed
from classes after lunch at 1:15 PM.
Please note that there will be regular bus
service for students who use school bus
transportation. Teachers will spend the
afternoon working on the Self-Study for
the SACS Accreditation

News from the Lower School Library
Media Center: We will be holding our
annual LS Scholastic Book Fair in Barra on
June 1%t and in Gavea on June 4™, 5" and
6. Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity
to buy high-quality books in English at
excellent prices. Please check the letter
that will be sent home by the LS Library
Media Center with detailed information
about the fairs.

Mark your Calendars:
- May 7 - PTA Meeting - Gavea

May 8 — PTA Meeting - Barra
May 15 - 18: 5" Gr. Retreat
May 22 - Last Parent-Principal
Breakfast of the 2006-2007 school
year
May 24 - Transition to Kinder
Meeting in Gavea
May 25 - Transition to Kinder
Meeting in Barra
May 31 - LS Celebration of the Arts
/Muse-On Fundraiser, 2:45-4:00
p.m. after school in LS Playground.
A not-to-be-missed event!



MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION

Habits of Mind — We are delighted to host Dr. Art
Costa, founder of the Habits of Mind, during the
week of May 7 — 11. For the past three years, the team
leaders in the Middle School have been studying a program
about developing thinking skills called the Habits of Mind. It
is very exciting as it promotes all that we (parents and
educators) feel is essential to success in lifel According to
Dr. Art Costa and Dr. Bena Kallick, originators of the Habits
of Mind, the HABITS OF MIND ATTEND TO:

> Value: Choosing to employ a pattern of intellectual
behaviors rather than other, less productive patterns.

> Inclination: Feeling the tendency toward employing
a pattern of intellectual behaviors.

> Sensitivity: Perceiving opportunities for, and
appropriateness of employing the pattern of behavior.

> Capability: Possessing the basic skills and capacities
to carry through with the behaviors.

> Commitment: Constantly striving to reflect on and
improve performance of the pattern of intellectual behavior.
We believe this program will help adults and students at
Escola Americana do Rio de Janeiro become more fluentin
their thinking, and “develop thoughtful, compassionate,
and cooperative human beings who can live productively
in an increasingly chaotic, complex, and information-rich
world.” (Activating and Engaging the Habits of Mind, pg
Xiii)

We have set a STUDENT and PARENT meeting with
Dr. Costa for Wednesday, May 9 from 12:40 - 1:30
in the Auditorium. Please join us to hear more about
the Habits of Mind from Dr. Costa.

Honor Roll and Headmaster’s List — Students will be
congratulated and receive their certificates and donuts on
Monday, May 7 during lunch.

Mid Quarter May 9" — The third quarter midquarter is
Wednesday, May 9. Students will receive reports in Advisory
on Monday May 14™ and reports will be mailed to parents.
Please note that you can also check your child’s progress in
PowerSchool. If you need help logging on, please contact
the office. Thanks.

Middle School Talent Show - We are delighted to
announce the Student Council has organized the Middle
School Talent Show. It will take place on Friday, May 11
from 9:15 — 10:35 AM in the Auditorium. Parents are
welcome to attend and watch their children show off their
talents!

Upcoming Events

May 16 Early Dismissal Day (1:15 dismissal)

May 18 -19 MS Girls” Futsal Tournament

May 14-18 Eighth Grade Fine Arts Festival

May 18 Positivos Play for 8" grade

May 21 -25 CTP ERB Testing for 6™ grade

May 22 Middle School Sports Day

May 23 - 25 Fifth Grade Transition — visiting 6™ grade

classrooms

May 23 MS Athletic Awards Evening

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION

IMPORTANT REMINDER TO PARENTS: The results of
the Search Institute’s “Survey of Developmental Assets” will
be shared at a special parent meeting on May 9 at 8 a.m. in the
Upper School Library. The survey results provide both parents
and the School with important information regarding the
emotional, physical, and intellectual health of our students. In
addition parents will be able to ask questions and a select group
of students will be on hand to give an adolescent’s perspective.
PARENTSARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TOATTEND
THIS IMPORTANT AND INFORMATIVE MEETING. If
interest is high enough, simultaneous translation (English to
Portuguese) will be provided. Please contact Graca Mello on
2125-9091 if you would like to take advantage of this option.
Immediately after the Developmental Assets meeting parents
of current 10" and 11" grade students can participate in an
informational meeting regarding our In Vivo program (See next
paragraph for more details). In Vivo Amazon and In Vivo
Pantanal meetings will take place in the Library from
approximately 9:30 to 10:30. Trip chaperones will be on hand
to explain the programs and answer questions.

Junior/Senior Class Trip Informational Meeting for
Parents: May 9, 9:30 in the US Library.

As part of our Upper School improvement plan we are now
offering students three wonderful experiential education
opportunities. As a result, the entire Junior and Senior classes
will take part in our In Vivo program. Next school year’s
Seniors will choose between two trips: The Amazon or The
Riches of Rio. Our rising Junior class will choose between
the Pantanal and the Riches or Rio. The Amazon and Pantanal
trips will give our students the opportunity to explore two of
Brazil’s most renowned ecosystems. Highlights of the trips
will include a survival in the jungle experience, fishing for
piranhas, alligator spotting, visits to a riverside community,
and visiting a center for the reintroduction of monkeys into
the wild. The Riches of Rio trip will allow students to explore
the many wonders that can be found in and around Rio de
Janeiro.

As the Upper School heads toward graduation we are set to
begin both the external and internal examination cycle.
International Baccalaureate exams are scheduled for May 2 —
23. Final exams for seniors will take place May 17 — 21 and
final exams for underclassmen are set for June 6 — 12. Let’s
wish our students good luck on their exams!

Upcoming Events:
May 9: Parent Meeting. Results of the Developmental Asset

Survey, 8 a.m. in the Auditorium

May 9: Mid Quarter

May 16: Early Dismissal

May 17: Upper School Global Warming Day
May 17 — 21: Senior Final Exams

May 22: Fine Arts Assembly

May 30: US Awards Assembly

June 2: Graduation. 4 p.m. in the auditorium
June 6 — 12: Final Exams




