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Headline News 
Brazilian Association for the Study 

of Drugs and Alcohol  
Conference 

By Penny Mello e Souza, MS 
Counselor & Mary Sa, MS Teacher 

 
On Wednesday, September 5, 
Marina Vanderput, US Counselor, 
Rossana Manso, LS Counselor, 
Penny Mello e Souza, MS 
Counselor and Mary Sa, MS 
Teacher and LS/MS Health 
Coordinator, attended the 
ABEAD (Brazilian Association for 
the Study of Drugs and Alcohol) 
Conference for Educators.  
   Alcohol is far and away the 
greatest problem drug in Brazil. At 
the conference it was confirmed 
that the number one cause of 
death for young 
people between 18 
and 25 in Brazil is 
car accidents – 
many of them 
involving a drunk 
driver.  Family  and 
adolescent 
violence is also 
closely linked to 
alcohol use and 
advertisements play 
a prominent role  
(Continued…)         

In Vivo—Learning in (Exotic) 
Real Life Situations 

 
Juniors and seniors participated in 
the 3rd year of the In Vivo 
program. The name In Vivo is 
derived from the Latin phrase In 
Vivo, or “in a real-life situation.”  
Juniors went to the Pantanal and 
Bonito, in Mato Grosso do Sul, and 
seniors went to the Amazon -- two 
of Brazil’s most renowned 
ecosystems.  
     The programs were a great 
success. Students had the 
opportunity to experience first 
hand what many times is only 
described abstractly in textbooks 
or lectures.   (Continued….) 
 

DESTINATION IMAGINATION ® 

 

The parent meeting 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r 
Monday, September 
17 t h  has been 
canceled. We will 
have a family 
meeting later on in 
the year, when 
teams will share their 
p r o g r e s s  w i t h 
parents. 
   We are almost 
ready to start our 
creative adventure! 
Next week we will 
issue Participation 
Agreements and 

finalize forming the teams for this 
season. 
We will hold our Team Manager 
Training on Saturday, September 
15th, from 9:00AM to 5:00PM. If 
you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Ms. Ana Melo. 
Our deepest gratitude to our 
faculty members who have 
already volunteered for this 
year! 
If you have questions or 
concerns please contact Ana 
Melo at ana.melo@earj.com.br. 
 

A reunião de pais marcada para 
a próxima 2a. feira, dia 17 de 
setembro está cancelada. 
Marcaremos uma outra reunião 
em breve, com pais e alunos, 
para que os participantes possam 
compartilhar o progresso de cada 
equipe com os pais. 
Estamos quase prontos para 
iniciar oficialmente nossa jornada 
criativa! Na próxima semana 
enviaremos os Acordos de  
(Continued....) 

SOS BOOK DRIVE  

The SOS (Service Oriented Students) is a student-led organization that realizes 
community service projects for those in need and provides opportunities for 
our students to work with groups from very different socioeconomic 
backgrounds.   
   Jointly with Instituto Dois Irmãos, from Rocinha, our students created a 
project called I2I. The Instituo provides English classes for kids in Rocinha, and 
they are in need of English books and bookshelves.   Together with the I2I 
students, the SOS group will build bookshelves; however, we still need BOOKS!  
We are asking the EARJ community to help.  
   DONATE…used English books in good condition (children’s stories, fun 
reading, literature…) and help those in need.  Drop-off boxes will be stationed, 
for High School and Middle School, at the Activities Office and, for the rest of 
the school, by Edson´s office.  Each and every donation counts and will really 
help the future of the kids who attend the I2I program! 
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Drug and Alcohol Conference…. 
in influencing adolescent behavior.        
One speaker said that beer 
advertisements should be banned 
from TV because beer is the 
alcoholic drink most abused by 
adolescents.  According to another 
speaker, the government is 
spending about 80% of the budget 
on rehabilitation and 20% on 
prevention.  He suggested that this 
percentage should be inverted 
and 80 percent should be spent on 
drug prevention programs which 
would include intensive training of 
teachers. Another speaker 
cautioned that parents need to 
pay closer attention to their 
children’s use and abuse of 
alcohol. “The attitude of most 
parents,” he said, “is to not ‘see’ 
the big problem that is in front of 
their eyes.”  
   We thank parent Cinthia Fontes 
Lopes da Costa for alerting us to 
this opportunity and look forward to 
using what we learned as we 
continue to develop our Alcohol 
and Drug Prevention Program at 
Escola Americana. 

In Vivo…. 
In both the Pantanal and the 
Amazon students interacted with 
nature, saw many endangered 
and exotic species of plants and 
animals and explored relationships 
between the region’s human 
inhabitants and the ecosystem.  
     The schedule of activities was 
intense. In the Pantanal, students 
rode horseback, traveled on 
photographic safaris and camped, 
and in Bonito they explored in the 
Lago Azul Cave and snorkeled on 
the Prata River. In the Amazon 
students went fishing for piranhas, 
looked for alligators, visited riverside 
communities and seringeiros, slept 
on hammocks on a river boat, and 
visited a center for the 
reintroduction of monkeys in the 
wild.  
     The trip provided a wonderful 
bonding experience for students 
and teachers. They got to know 
each other better and made new 
friends.  Congratulations and thank 
you to families and students who 
participated and teachers Didu 
Simões, Dave Loveland and Patti 
Magalhães for the Pantanal trip 
and Simone Lopes and Bill Gelfeld 
for the Amazon trip. Everyone will 
have many 
great stories 
to tell in the 
years to 
come! 

COLLEGE FAIR 2007 AT 
ESCOLA AMERICANA 

 
On Thursday, September 13, 
the Council of International 
Schools (CIS) College Fair, with 
representatives from 33 col-
leges and universities, visited 
EARJ, offering workshops for 
students and presenting their 
institutions at individual booths 
in the Tartan.  The fair provided 
students and families with infor-
mation about the opportunities 
and challenges of US college 
admissions and educational 
culture.   Thanks to Shellee 
Hendricks for organizing this 
event which, among others, 
included the participation of: 
Babson College  
Clark University 
Columbia University 
Duquesne University 
DePauw University 
Emory University  
Florida Internat’l University        
Lehigh University 
Michigan State University 
Southern Methodist University 
Penn State University 
Princeton University 
Purdue University 
Ringling School of Art & Design   
Savannah College-Art & Design 
Stanford University 
University of Miami 
University of Richmond 
University of San Francisco 
University of Tampa 
Vanderbilt University 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
Yale University 

DI continued... 
 
Participação, assim como finalizaremos a 
formação das equipes. 
   Teremos o Treinamento dos Team 
Managers no sábado, dia 15 de setembro, 
de 9:00 às 17:00. Caso queira ser um 
voluntário, por favor entre em contato com 
Ana Melo. Nossa sincera gratidão aos 
voluntários deste ano! 
   Caso tenha alguma dúvida ou queira 
algum esclarecimento, por favor entre em 
c o n t a t o  c o m  A n a  M e l o  - 
ana.melo@earj.com.br  

Show em homenagem à Independência do Brasil 
 
Parabéns aos alunos e ao Comitê de Valorização da 
Cultura Brasileira do Lower School! A emoção foi muito 
grande com a apresentação do show folclórico em 
homenagem à Independência do Brasil. Todos vibraram 
com as cantigas de ninar e de roda; o sotaque super 
diferente das crianças de diversas partes do país e as 
suas canções típicas; as travessuras do saci, da cultura 
portuguesa; o jogo da capoeira; o frevo que completa 
100 anos e o maracatu, uma manifestação da cultura 
popular pernambucana. O encerramento, com as 
bandeiras dos estados brasileiros levadas pelos alunos, foi 
um momento de muita alegria ao som da “Aquarela do 
Brasil” numa linda demonstração de amor à pátria. 
   Um agradecimento especial aos alunos, funcionários e 
pais que colaboraram para o sucesso desta 
apresentação.  
 
Congratulations to Lower School Students and Teachers 
for their magnificent Brazilian Independence Day 
production. 

 



Os vestibulandos que pretendem disputar uma vaga na PUC-Rio, no Ibmec, na ESPM e 
na FGV-Rio devem fazer as inscrições somente pela internet.PUC-RIO As inscrições 

ficam abertas até 14 de setembro. O candidato deve acessar o site, preencher e enviar a ficha online e, 
ainda, imprimir o boleto para pagamento no valor de R$ 120, em qualquer banco.  

   Este ano, a PUC-Rio reorganizou o ciclo básico geral, que já reunia as engenharias, física e matemática 
e, agora, passa a reunir, também, engenharia química e química.  Os inscritos no ciclo básico farão 
opção de carreira no terceiro período do curso. A PUC-Rio também alterou o modelo da prova de 
língua estrangeira para os candidatos de relações internacionais. Ela será toda em inglês (textos, 
perguntas e respostas), com questões de múltipla escolha. Até o ano passado, apenas o texto era em 
inglês: as questões eram discursivas, em português, e tinham que ser respondidas em português.  
   As provas da PUC serão nos dias 28 de outubro e 1º de novembro. A prova de inglês para candidatos 
de relações internacionais e de redação, para inscritos em teologia, será dia 9 de novembro. A 
classificação do concurso sai dia 30 de novembro. Para mais informações favor consultar o site da PUC-
Rio: www.puc-rio.br . 
IBMEC  Os candidatos terão até 18 de outubro para acessar o site da instituição, preencher o formulário 
e imprimir o boleto de pagamento da taxa:  R$ 85. Há vagas para os cursos de administração, direito, 
economia e relações internacionais.   As provas do vestibular serão na sede do Ibmec, Avenida 
Presidente Wilson 118, Centro. Os inscritos em administração e economia serão avaliados dia 25 de 
outubro, com questões de português, literatura, inglês, conhecimentos gerais e matemática, além de 
uma redação. No dia 26 de outubro serão selecionados os inscritos para os cursos de direito e relações 
internacionais, com provas de português e literatura, inglês, conhecimentos gerais, história e geografia, 
além da redação. www.ibmec.br/vestibular 
ESPM  A Escola Superior de Propaganda e Marketing do Rio de Janeiro inscreve, a partir desta terça-
feira, dia 21, para o vestibular 2008. Os candidatos têm até 17 de outubro para acessar o site e 
preencher o formulário. O valor da taxa é de R$ 70. Há vagas para comunicação social com habilitação 
em propaganda e publicidade, design com habilitação em comunicação visual, administração e 
relações internacionais.  www.espm.br  
FGV As inscrições para a FGV devem ser feitas exclusivamente pela internet, até dia 1º de outubro. O 
valor da taxa é de R$ 140. A Fundação Getúlio Vargas oferece 100 vagas para o curso de direito; 50 
para economia, 100 para administração e 50 para ciências sociais.   As provas serão realizadas numa 
única fase, dia 4 de novembro, com provas discursivas das 8h30m às 12h30m e, objetivas, das 14h às 18h. 
A classificação será divulgada dia 24 de novembro. www.fgv.br/vestibular 

LOWER SCHOOL 
 
Sept 23 Sept 23 Sept 23 Sept 23 – 27272727----Quality Assurance 
Review Team Visits EA 
Sept. 28th-LS Paws News  
Sept. 1-Gavea PTA Mtg. 
Sept. 4-Barra PTA Mtg.  –  
Oct. 5-PTA Children’s Day 

Celebration  
Oct. 11-PTA Teacher’s  
         Appreciation Lunch   
Oct. 12-(N.S. Aparecida)-School 

closed. 
Oct. 15-(Teacher’s Day))-School 

closed. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Sept 23Sept 23Sept 23Sept 23––––27272727-Quality Assurance Review Team 
Visits EA 
Sept 27Sept 27Sept 27Sept 27----New Parent Support Meeting 
"Culture Shock… 
What it is and what to do about it” 8:30 – 
10:00 AM in the MuseOn 
Sept 28Sept 28Sept 28Sept 28----Eighth Grade Quality of Life Field 
Trips 
Sept 28Sept 28Sept 28Sept 28-MS Parent Advisory Group Meeting 
MS Attic 8:30 – 9:30 AM 
Sept 30Sept 30Sept 30Sept 30 -Secretary’s Day 
Oct 3Oct 3Oct 3Oct 3----End of First Quarter 
Oct. 12-(N.S. Aparecida)--School Closed. 

UPPER SCHOOL 
 
Sept 24-27-AdvancED (SACS) visit 
Sept 28-30-STUCO Leadership 
conference 
October 3-GAC Developmental 
assets presentation for students 
October 5-Oberlin College Visit 
Oct. 12 (N.S. Aparecida)-School 
Closed. 
Oct. 15 (Teacher’s Day)-School 
Closed. 

Espaço Aberto - EA partnership with Rocinha 
 
FAISE, Escola Americana’s community service organization supports groups in neighboring Rocinha.  One 
of these groups is Espaço Aberto, which teaches different types of dance, including classical ballet, jazz, 
ballroom, and folklore, to develop self-motivation, discipline and responsibility. The partnership between 
Espaço Aberto and Escola Americana began in February of 2007, when Jennifer Wynn, a recent Harvard 
graduate who had won a prestigious Rockefeller Fellowship to participate in community organizations in 
Rocinha, met with EA’s former Headmaster.  
   On August 3rd, Espaço Aberto’s performing troupe dazzled the Escola Americana audience in the 
Lower School and last Thursday, it came back to perform for Middle School students.  The performances 
were a success and the dancers were happy to be so well received by our students.  Congratulations to 
all participants for the professionalism of the recital.  Thanks go to Julie Hunt, Shaysann Kaun and Ingrid 
Moliterno, FAISE volunteer who taught them ballet classes last year in the FAISE after-school program. 

Mark Your Calendar!—Cross Divisional List of Events and Meetings  
Information reappears in each division 

O Setor Brasileiro informa—(Brazilian diploma students) 
therezinha.fittipaldi@earj.com.br 



News from the PE and Athletics Department 

International Sports Day 
 
On Thursday, September 13, 
twenty-four  6th graders 
went to Forte da Urca for 
the 15th  International Sports 
Meet (15o Encontro Espor-
tivo das Escolas Bilingües). 
We played Soccer, Basket-
ball, Volleyball and ran a 
relay race. The school 
teams were divided and 
mixed into 6 teams; in this 
way the students had the 
opportunity to get to know 
other students and make 
new friends. The experience 
was multicultural and in-
cluded students from the 
French School (Liceu 
Moliere), Swiss School, Ger-
man School (Corcovado), 
British, OLM and EARJ. It was 

a great 
experience 
for our kids. 

Monday Meat 
lasagna 

Grilled 
chicken 
w/  
onions 

String 
beans 

Fried car-
rot balls 

Lettuce, tomatoes, beet 
salad, carrots, pumpkin 
  

Banana surprise 

Tuesday Roast 
beef w/ 
sauce 

Chicken Spinach 
eggs 

Vegeta-
bles 

Yakisoba 

Lettuce, tomatoes, cu-
cumber, carrots, beets 

Mademoiselle’s 
mousse 

Wednes-
day 

Chicken 
rolls 

Grilled 
beef 

Cauli-
flower 

Farofa Iceberg lettuce, 
tomatoes, 
Campanha Sauce, okra 
salad, beets, carrots 

Bombocado 

Thursday Chicken 
pie 

Beef w/ 
sauce 

Soy balls Broccoli Lettuce, watercress, 
tomatoes, pasta salad, 
beets 

Cuscus 

Friday Hot dog Grilled 
chicken 

Cabbage French 
fries 

Lettuce, tomatoes, 
green salad, carrots, 
green beans, 
beets 

Chocolate cake & 
ice cream 

Menu — September 21 to 28 

In addition to the main menu, a selection of vegetables, soup, rice, beans, fruits and Jell-O are served daily. 

  
Date 

  
Time 

  
Place 

US Boys 
Soccer 

US Girls 
Soccer 

US Boys 
Basketball 

US Boys 
Soccer 

29-Aug - Wed 16:30 Field   EA 3 x 0 CM     
31-Aug - Fri 16:00 Field EA x Alumni       
01-Sept - Sat  9:30 Field       EA x CM 
01-Sept - Sat 10:30 Field       EA x Ro-

cinha 

10-Sept - Mon 16:30 Field   EA x 6th grade   EA x 6th 
grade 

12-Sept - Wed 16:30 Field   EA 4 x 
Teresiano 

    

14-Sept - Fri 16:30 Sto. 
Ignacio 

    EA x Sto. 
Ignacio 

  

14-Sept - Fri 19:30 Sto. 
Ignacio 

    EA x SB   

15-Sept - Sat  9:30 Field       EA 11 x 
Rocinha 

15-Sept - Sat 10:30 Field       EA 14 x 
Rocinha 

18-Sept – Tue 16:30 Field EA x OLM       
20-Sept – Thur 16:30 Field EA x Clínica       
21-Sept – Fri 16:30 Field EA x Alumni       
24-Sept–Mon 16:30 Field   EA x OLM     

Scrimmage Game Schedule 



LOWER SCHOOL SECTION 
 
Special thanks to all LS parents 
who attended our first Principal/
Parent Breakfast in the MuseOn. 
We appreciated your interest 
and input. 
A special thank you is also 
extended to the Toddler parents 
who joined us in bidding farewell 
to Ms. Paula and in welcoming 
Mr. Rodrigo to the Barra campus. 
Mid Quarter Progress Reports for 
K-5th grade will go home this 
week.  
Picture Retakes: If LS students 
were absent for the class and 
individual pictures,   please 
check the dates for the picture 
retakes: 
September 19th:  Gavea  
September 20th:  Barra 
International Peace Day will be 
celebrated in Gavea on 
September 18th and in Barra on 
September 19th.  Students will 
assemble during the morning 
community meeting for a special 
celebration with MS students.  on 
Monday afternoon, LS and MS 
students will work together to 
create Pinwheels for Peace. 
Remember to wear white on 
Peace Day! 
The SACS-CASI QAR (Quality 
Assurance Review) Team will visit 
Escola Americana during the 
week of September 24th.  The 
entire school community was 
involved in an in-depth reflection 
and assessment process last year 
which resulted in a final report 
that will be used by the 
accreditation team as a 
guideline for their visit. We look 
forward to the opportunity to 
show our visitors the good things 
happening in our school and to 
share our plans for ongoing 
improvement.   
The first graders are preparing for 
a Job Fair as a culminating 
activity of their unit on 
Community Helpers.  The Job Fair 
in Barra will take place on 
Thursday, September 27th at 2:00 
p.m. and in Gávea on Friday, 
September 28th at 8:30 a.m.  

Parents are encouraged to 
attend.   
News from the LS Media Center:  
The LS Portuguese Department 
and the LS Media Center are 
organizing a special Book Fair 
with books in Portuguese from 
Malasartes Book Store as part of 
the Brazilian Independence Day 
activities.  The book fair will be 
held in Barra on Monday, 
September 24th and in Gávea 
on September 27th and 28th. All 
students will have the 
opportunity to visit the fair during 
library time.  Detailed 
information about the book fair 
will be sent home this week. 
Where to Take Children on 
Weekends:  Don’t miss Rio’s 
largest book fair (XIII Bienal do 
Livro) from September 12 – 23 at 
Riocentro.  
For more information, please go 
to: 
http://
www.bienalodolivro.com.br/
home/index.       (English version 
available). 

Upcoming Dates: 
LS Paws News – Sept. 28th   
Gavea PTA Mtg. – Sept. 1st  
Barra PTA Mtg.  – Thursday, Sept. 

4th  (Please note that the 
Barra meetings are now on 
the first Thursday of every 
month) 

PTA Children’s Day Celebration 
– Oct. 5th  

PTA Teacher’s Appreciation 
Lunch – Oct. 11th  

Holidays:  Oct. 12th (N.S. Apare-
cida)  Oct. 15th (Teacher’s 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SECTION 
 
Thank you to parents who attended 
the Middle School Parent Support 
Group on Friday, September 14th on 
Preadolescence as well as those 
who attended the meeting on 
D e v e l o p m e n t a l  A s s e t s  o n 
September 5th. We thank you for 
your participation!  
    Peace Day will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, September 18 for students 
in Preschool – grade 8. We are at 
work on plans to integrate the 
Middle and Lower school students to 
develop pinwheels for peace. These 
will be used at the Peace Ceremony 
on September 18. Please remind 
your child to wear white on this day 
in celebration of peace. Thank you. 
   We are gearing up for the Middle 
School Leadership Conference 
which will take place September 20 
– 22. We have over 50 students who 
will travel with us to Rancho Santa 
Monica. Our theme this year is, 
“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world. Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever has.” – Margaret 
Mead 
We are excited to see our students 
work to “change the world.”   
  We are excited to have almost 
100% seventh grader participation in 
the upcoming Via Sapientia trip to 
Minas Gerais which will take place 
from October 1st to the 5th. Health 
and Consent forms, Authorization 
forms, and documents are due in the 
Activity Office on Wednesday, 
September 19th. If you have any 
questions, please contact the 
A n n e t t e  D a m  a t 
Annette.Dam@earj.com.br   
   The new laws for field trips require 
students to carry with them an 
official ID card (Carteira de 
Identidade) – for foreign students 
this is called the RNE – Registro 
Nacional de Estrangeiros) card, an 
o r i g i n a l  p a s s p o r t ,  o r  a n 
authenticated copy of a birth 
certificate. Therefore, we highly 
recommend that all parents ensure 
their children have an official 
identity card. In addition, it is a good 
idea that students carry this with 



MIDDLE SCHOOL (cont’d) 
them both in and out of school 
as according to Brazilian 
authorities, a child on the street 
should either be carrying an ID 
or be accompanied by his 
parents. The Brazilian police 
department expects every child 
over the age of 12 to have an 
original ID. Even if your child is 
under the age of 12, he/she is 
allowed to get this document. 
The original ID (not to be 
confused with the student ID 
card) eliminates the need for 
students to carry their passports 
or birth certificates with them. 
Please check the following web-
site for details on how to 
proceed to provide your child 
with the above mentioned 
document. 
http://www.detran.rj.gov.br/
_documento.asp?cod=159  We 
thank you for your help in 
ensuring each student has a 
official ID.   

UPPER SCHOOL SECTION 
 
“An unqualified success”, “the best in 
a long time”, were phrases used by 
college representatives who were 
extremely impressed by the 
organization, attendance and the 
interest shown by the students at 
Thursday’s CIS College fair.  Thirty-
three colleges from all over the 
United States and over four hundred 
participants (EARJ students, parents 
and students from other schools) 
gathered on Thursday to explore and 
find out more about the options they 
have after high school has ended.  
The parting comment from the tour 
organizer to me was, “this was so 
wonderful that we will want to come 
back” and so we hope that the CIS 
college fair, one of the most 
prestigious in South America will make 
EARJ one of their regular stops on 
their tour.  This was all thanks to the 
hard work that Ms Hendricks (our 
College Counselor), our staff, faculty, 
students and parents put in, to ensure 
its success. 
 
The week also saw a very successful 
IB Diploma Assembly and reception.  
The intention of this exercise was to 
celebrate the talents that students 
have and to create an opportunity to 
take research and scholarship out of 
being a solitary pursuit and allowing 
students to share it with others.  
Hence, our G12 IB Diploma 
candidates had the chance to share 
their progress on their extended 
essays with the G11 candidates and 
the faculty.  Joseph Seiler also read 
his personal essay on the effects that 
the IB Diploma have had on his 
growing maturity as a student.  
Keeping in with this line, Mr Bryan 
Williams gave a very thought 
provoking presentation and shared 
findings from his PhD research on the 
difference in life between favelas 
and the rest of the community, to the 
rest of the Upper School. 
 
Our intrepid Amazon and Pantanal 
explorers returned this week and with 
beaming smiles have since been 
regaling us with stories of their 
experience.  Needless to say, my 

complexion continues to be a 
shade of green.  You can read 
more about their experiences in 
their article in this edition and 
look out for a more extensive 
piece in the upcoming Panther 
Pause. 
 
The mid-quarter reports were 
printed out and placed in the 
post on Thursday.  However, we 
have been informed that there 
is a postal strike and so, we do 
not know when the documents 
will get to parents.  So, I would 
like to encourage all parents to 
check Powerschool and get an 
idea of how the students are 
doing, in case the strike issue is 
n o t  r e s o l v e d  q u i c k l y .  
Remember that these are 
grades in progress, and 
encouragement is needed for 
both students who are doing 
well, and those who are under-
performing. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Sept 23 – 27-Quality Assurance 
Review Team Visits EA 
Sept 27-New Parent Support 
Meeting "Culture Shock...What it 
is and what to do about it” 8:30 
– 10:00 AM in the MuseOn  
Sept 28-Eighth Grade Quality of 
Life Field Trips 
Sept 28-MS Parent Advisory 
Group Meeting MS Attic 8:30 – 
9:30 AM 
Sept 30-Secretary’s Day 
Oct 3-End of First Quarter 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Sept 23-27-AdvancED (SACS) 
visit 
Sept 28-30-STUCO Leadership 
conference 
Oct 3—GAC-Developmental 
assets presentation for students 
Oct 5-Oberlin College Visit 



 
 

PTA Newsletter 
No. 3—September 14, 2007 

Hola! My name is Elsy Santana. My friends and family call me Nina as 
well. This is my second year as a member of the PTA at EARJ. I have a 
son, Gustavo, who is in 2nd grade and a daughter, Lia, in 5th.  My hus-
band and I are originally from Venezuela, and for the last 12 years we 
have lived in Texas, USA, until we had this exciting opportunity to move 
to Brazil. 
 
Becoming a member of the PTA in EARJ was one of the best moves I 
made once I arrived to Rio de Janeiro. It was the perfect place to 
meet parents that, just like me, wanted to be more involved and 

wanted to make a difference in providing the best positive school experience for our children. I 
was also able to meet wonderful teachers and school staff, learned how the school worked 
and ways in which I could help in the classroom.  I also participated in activities and events that 
were going on during the year. Through PTA I have also been very lucky to have met great 
friends who have made my stay in Rio a unique experience! 
 
For those busy working moms, I am sure you can relate with the overwhelming feelings of a 
hectic working day and that guilty feeling of never having enough time in the day to be in-
volved in school with your children. Well for me, coming to Brazil represented the first time in 
years I did not need to work outside of home, and finally had the priceless opportunity to spend 
“quality” time in the daily lives of my children. Of course, you have heard this so many 
times...they grow so fast! So, why wait until later? I still remember at the beginning of this year 
when I had to miss one PTA breakfast at the MuseOn. The first thing my son asked me as he 
came home later that day was: “Mami, Where were you this morning? There was a PTA break-
fast and I looked for you everywhere!” How sweet! See? They do notice!       
 
I hope to see you all at school!  Let’s make this year a great one and always remember… we 
make a difference! 
 
Elsy Santana 
nisanta@hotmail.com 
 
Contribute to the Newsletter 
If you have an announcement, idea or suggestion, we would love to hear it! 


