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Building Blocks of Healthy  

Development for Our Students 
It has been a very busy week with lots 
of activities and meetings taking 
place.  The P.T.A. had two meetings, 
the School Board held their regularly 
scheduled meeting, there was a very 
informative meeting held on develop-
mental assets by the Middle School 
Wednesday evening, and students 
were taking part in several trips.  As a 
result of these meetings it became 
very apparent we need to emphasize 
the use of good lines of communica-
tion so we can eliminate misinforma-
tion, rumors, and misunderstandings.   

Please follow these lines of communi-
cation.  1.  Go directly to the source 
that can address any questions or 
concerns that may arise.  Normally this 
would first be your child's classroom 
teacher.  Most things can be resolved 
very quickly and efficiently at this 
point.  2.  If the item/issue remains un-
resolved, your child's principal should 
be contacted.  3.  Finally if the item/
issue is still not resolved then I should 
be contacted.  Please remember we 
are here to work together closely with 
you for the benefit of your children 

and welcome feedback and any 
questions you might have. 

A good example of misinformation 
that occurred this week was the ru-
mor about the school not having a 
2007-8 yearbook.  The person with the 
original concern ended up contact-
ing several people, who in turn con-
tacted several more people. Then, of 
course, the misinformation grew way 
out of proportion and very valuable 
time was wasted to correct the misin-
formation.   This time could be used 
more productively on other more im-
portant issues so the porteiro need not 
worry that he will lose his job.  You may 
ask why the porterio might be worried?  
Well he is worried that his job might end 
because he heard there will not be a 
yearbook, therefore the school must be 
closing.  As a result of this the family he 
works for will have to move. 

Seriously though, it has been a very 
productive week.  The School Board 
received a very informative report 
about the upcoming accreditation  

Continued on next page…. 

Shaysann Kaun,  
Middle School Principal  

 

To what degree do our students pos-
sess the building blocks of healthy de-
velopment to succeed in life? With the 
generous support of the Parent Teacher 
Association, our Middle School students 
took a survey from the Search Institute 
in February 2007 to begin answering this 
question. MS Counselor, Ms. Penny and 
I have recently presented the results of 
the survey to the MS faculty, PTA and 
Middle School Parents. Throughout our 
presentations we have talked about 
the importance of working in a partner-
ship – the families, the school, and the 
community to build assets in our young 
people. We know that all young peo-
ple need and can build assets and that 
the process is on-going – it isn’t fixed 
with one specific program or initiative. 
Relationships are a key to the process 
of asset building as are consistent mes-
sages. Redundancy in giving messages 
is also important.  

The most valuable portion of our meet-
ing with Middle School parents on 
Wednesday night was hearing about 
what they as parents feel they can do 
to build assets in their children as well 
as additional suggestions of how we 
can build assets as a school. Sugges-
tions included: 

•Making sure students learn how to set 
goals and create plans for projects. 
Follow this up by making sure they 
have the tools they need and the sup-
port they need to be successful. 

•Have older children be role models 
for younger students. Find ways to 
make connections between students 
in different divisions. 

Continued on next page…. 

 

Première Shadow Puppet Show in the MuseOn 

The 5th Grade Library Club gave the 
première Shadow Puppet Show in the 
MuseOn on Wednesday, September 
5, 2007.  The performance, entitled, 
“The Blind Man and the Elephant,” 
belongs to the genre of Jataka Tales, 
which are Asian folk tales that tell 
stories of former lives of the Buddha.  
Ms. Beth’s fourth grade class was a 
very attentive audience and after 
the show commented on some of the 
paradoxes in the play: How is it that 
everyone can be right and everyone 
be wrong at the same time?  How 
can everyone have the right answer, 
but not agree?  They also empha-
sized the need to think and commu-
nicate before acting. 

The Library Club members worked 
hard.  They researched Asian folklore 

and shadow puppet traditions and 
learned how to manipulate the charac-
ters and scenery and become accus-
tomed to performing using the shadow 
puppet techniques.  Their dedication 
paid off.   

Continued on next page... 
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Headmaster’s Message 
(continued) 

 

visit that will take place the last 
week in September and commit-
tee assignments were made.   

The Board has marketing/
development, education, finance, 
building & grounds/technology, 
and new school committees.  They 
will be working in-between regu-
larly scheduled Board meetings to 
continually address items/projects 
of the school.  The Board also dis-
cussed the 2006-7 audit, enroll-
ment, security, student surveys, 
present/future school calendar, 
technology, new school develop-
ments, and educational topics 
and concerns.  As you can see the 
School Board and the P.T.A. are 
working to continually improve the 
school for the benefit of all.   
In closing, I wish everyone a very 
pleasant Independence Day Holi-
day and weekend.  I also person-
ally had a very successful week as 
I did obtain my working visa very 
efficiently from the consulate in 
Chicago at the end of last 
week.  Now I only need to get my 
shipment out of the port to finally 
get settled. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Werner  

 

 

 

 

Puppet Show (continued) 

 

They said of the show:  “It is not as 
easy as it looks, but lots of fun!”  They 
also commented on the team-
work and research needed for a 
successful production.  Finally 
they thanked MuseOn donors, in 
particular, Ms. Nancy Hsu Lee, a 
former Escola Americana art 
teacher who was in the audi-
ence.  

Congratulations to the 5th Grade 
Library Club and Beth Freitas for 
the performance, Julie Hunt and 
Matthias Brendler for the innova-
tive MuseOn design and Leo 
Peçanha for the music!   

We await many more wonderful 
events in the MuseOn.  Those who 
did not see the performance 
should tune into this month’s Pan-
ther Paws for a report. 

Building Blocks of Development  
(cont’d) 

• Define appropriate responsibilities for 
children at home to provide them 
autonomy. 

• Creating opportunities for students 
to be leaders and see the results of 
their involvement. 

• Get children to present on issues 
they care deeply about. Find ways 
to involve multi national companies 
in the work of our students by being 
familiar with their resources and ex-
pertise.  

• Putting limits on children, especially 
teens, is difficult. Following up with 
children consistently with stated 
consequences is valuable. Children 
who know the limits feel safer!  

• Teaching children how to manage 
the risks of life. Educate them in the 
best strategies for dealing with a 
variety of situations. 

We thank the parents who joined us and 
shared their ideas and comments. We 
appreciate your involvement in our work 
to improve asset development in our 
Middle School students.  

The Search Institute (http://www.search-
institute.org) is an independent nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to provide 
leadership, knowledge, and resources to 
promote healthy children, youth, and 
communities. They have identified 20 
external assets and 20 internal assets, 
which are the building blocks for healthy 
development.  

External assets are experiences that sur-
round youth with support, empower-
ment, boundaries, and expectations. 
Trends in the MS data indicate that em-
powerment is the lowest external assets 
subcategory, which includes: Commu-
nity Values Youth, Safety, Youth as Re-
sources, and Service to Others. Internal 
assets identify characteristics and be-
haviors within students that reflect posi-
tive internal growth and development 
including commitments, values, and 
competencies. In terms of students’ in-
ternal assets, our lowest subcategory 
centers around social competencies: 
Planning and Decision Making, Interper-
sonal Competence, Cultural Compe-

tence, Resistance Skills, Peaceful 
Conflict Resolution. 

We found that our Middle School stu-
dents exhibit on average 23.3 assets. 
Why is the level of assets important? 
The Search Institute has found that 
youth with high levels of assets are 
more likely to engage in thriving be-
haviors (do well in school and make 
healthy choices) as well as less likely 
to engage in risky behavior 
(engaging in violent or destructive 
behavior). Over time we want to see 
the average level of assets increase 
for our students so that more students 
report having more assets. We all 
have work to do as a community, in 
our families and as a school to con-
tinue building assets in our students. 
So, let’s continue working together! 
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News from the Physical Education Department 
The EARJ Physical Education Department will be taking 24 6th grade students (12 boys 
and 12 girls) to participate in the 15th Annual International Schools Sports Meet – 15o  
Encontro Esportivo das Escolas Bilíngües - to be held at the Escola de Educação Física 
do Exército, Forte da Urca – RJ, on Thursday September 13th, 2007. The students will par-
ticipate in individual and team sports such as Track & Field, Volleyball, Basketball, and 
Soccer. Participating schools are OLM, The Swiss School, Escola Corcovado, Licée 

Moliere, The British School and Escola Americana.  This is a truly international event and a wonderful opportu-
nity for our students to showcase their talents and sportspersonship.  Good luck to our 6th graders! 

 
Tournaments/Trips Dates:  Oct 28 - Nov 2: Big 8 Tournament (NR2 – Campos do Jordão)  
Nov 25 - 28: Little 6 Soccer Tournament (NR2 – Campos do Jordão)  
Nov 28 - Dec 1: Little 8 Basketball Tournament/Cheerleading performances (NR2 – Campos do Jordão)  

Scrimmage Games Schedule (September and October) 

       Date Time Place US Boys Basketball US Girls Soccer 

Wed Sep 12 16:30 Field  EA X Teresiano 

Wed Sep 12 16:30 Santo Inácio EA X Notre Dame  

Wed Sep 12 16:30 Santo Inácio EA X São Bento  

Third Graders Working on SmartBoard Get TV Coverage 
On Tuesday, September 4, Ms. Elea-
nor's third graders participated in their 
usual computer class in the Lower 
School lab while a film crew from TV 
Estácio videoed their interactive activ-
ity. Many hands went up as our stu-
dents volunteered to answer Ms. Mar-
tha's questions about the human body 

and in particular the heart. With TV 
production equipment surrounding 
them, the children proudly showed 
how they learned with the Smart-
Board.  

Clippings from the film session will be 
part of an educational program “Bits 
e Bytes” on TV Estácio, coordinated 

by university students from Universidade 
Estácio de Sá, to demonstrate how tech-
nology is being implemented in schools 
today.  The program will be aired on 
Sunday, September 23 at 10:00 a.m. on 
Net TV, channel 16. Even our own 5th 
grade reporting crew was there to cap-
ture the moment! 

Lower School 
September 
 
Class Pictures:  
 11th—Preschool/Kinder 
 12th—Grades 1, 2, 3 
 13th—Grades 4, 5 
11th—LS Principal-Parent Breakfast,          
 8:15, MuseOn. 
18th—Gávea Peace Day 
19th—Barra Peace Day 

Middle School 

September 
10–11 th—WrAP Testing  

13 th—International Sports Day (6th 
graders) 

14 th—Parent Support Group Meeting 
– Preadolescence—8:30am—Middle 
School Attic 

15 th—Destination ImagiNation Team 
Manager Training 

18—Schoolwide Celebration of Peace 
Day  

20 – 22—MS Leadership Conference 

 

 

Upper School 

September 
7th Braz. Independence (no school) 
12th   IB Diploma Assembly 
13th  CIS (Council of Interna-
tional Schools) College Fair 
28th–30th STUCO Leadership Conf. 
2nd – 8th In Vivo G11/12 trips 
12th IB Diploma Assembly 
13th CIS (Council of International 
Schools) College fair 
28th -30th STUCO Leadership Conf. 
October 
3rd GAC Developmental Assets pres-
entation for students 

Mark Your Calendar! - Cross-Divisional List of Meetings and Events - 
Information reappears in each divisional section 
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Monday 

Kibe Grilled 
chicken 
w/onion 

Sauteed 
chinese 
cab-
bage 

Rice 
w/lentils 

Iceberg lettuce, tomatoes, 
taboule, grilled Zucchini 
carrots 

 

Banana surprise 

Tuesday Baked fish 
with coconut 
milk 

Grilled 
beef 
strips 

Proven-
cale 
zucchini 

Mashed 
potatoes 

Lettuce, tomatoes, carrots, 
watercress, carrots, cauli-
flower, beets 

Chocolate éclair 

Wednesday Beef casse-
role 

Grilled 
chicken 
thighs 

Okra Cheese pie Iceberg lettuce, tomatoes,    
potatoe salad, cucumber, 
beets, carrots 

Coconut 
pudding 

Thursday Meatballs Chicken Pumpkin Pasta Lettuce, Tomatoes, Water-
cress, White Beans, Beets, 
 

Papaya compote 

Friday Hamburger Grilled 
chicken 

Broccoli French 
fries 

Lettuce, tomatoes, green 
beans, zucchini, beets Chocolate cake 

and ice cream 

In addition to the main menu, a selection of vegetables, soup, rice, beans, fruits and Jell-O are served daily. 

Lower School Section 

Special thanks for supporting the 3rd 
grade Bake Sale which was a huge 
success! All proceeds will go to spon-
soring the rhesus monkey at the Rio 
Zoo as part of our Kids for Saving Earth 
program in 3rd grade.   

A special thank you is also extended 
to all new parents who joined the LS 
Counselors for breakfast. We enjoyed 
meeting you again and hearing your 
observations and sharing ours, about 
your child’s transition to Escola Ameri-
cana.   

Congratulations to the Portuguese De-
partment and to the Brazilian Culture 
Committee for organizing the festive 
Brazillian Independence Day assem-
bly.   Congratulations to our LS stu-
dents who participated in the folk 
dance numbers. 

Mid-quarter Reports will go home in 
Kinder to 5th grades next Friday, Sep-
tember 14th.     

Don’t Forget to Say Cheese! Marília 
Brandão, professional photographer, 
will be at the Gavea campus next 
week to take all LS class and individual 
pictures.  Please check the dates and 
send your child ‘all spiffed up’ and 
ready for their photo!:  

 

September 11 – Preschool / Kinder 

September 12 – Grades 1, 2, 3 

September 13 – Grades 4, 5  

All LS Parents are cordially invited to the 
first Principal-Parent Breakfast of the 
school year, on Tuesday, September 11th 
at 8:15 a.m., in the MuseOn. The purpose 
of our monthly meetings is to provide a 
forum for the Principal to share updates 
on our LS projects and progress, and to 
provide some time for parents to ask 
questions about our educational pro-
gram and practices.   

International Peace Day will be cele-
brated in Gavea on September 18th and 
in Barra on September 19th.  Students will 
assemble during the morning community 
meeting to sing a peace song, move to 
the catchy rhythm of the popular 
Mamma Lama, and listen to a special 
Orff presentation by our students. 

Extra Extra, read all about it!   

Escola Americana parents and students 
now have the opportunity to download 
and view the latest editions of Paws 
News on the EARJ Webpage!   To access 
it go to: www.earj.com.br and click left 
on Academic Programs > School Divi-
sions > Lower School > Paws News. 

 

Where to Take Children on Week-
ends; A great suggestion for the long 
weekend (September 6 – 9) is to take 
the family to the Botanical Gardens 
to see the annual orchid exhibit, 
Orquídeas na Primavera.  

Looking ahead:   Don’t miss Rio’s larg-
est book fair (XIII Bienal do Livro) from 
September 12 – 23 at Riocentro.  

For more information, please go to: 

http://www.bienalodolivro.com.br/
home/index.  (available in English)   

Parents are reminded that tomorrow, 
September 7th is a national holiday in 
celebration of Brazil’s Independence 
Day.  Classes will resume on Monday, 
September 10th.  

HAVE A HAPPY WEEKEND! 

Lower School—September 
Class Pictures:  
 11th—Preschool/Kinder 
 12th—Grades 1, 2, 3 
 13th—Grades 4, 5 
11th—LS Principal-Parent Breakfast,          
 8:15, MuseOn. 
18th—Gávea Peace Day 
19th—Barra Peace Day 
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Menu—September 10th to 14th  

In addition to the main menu, a selection of vegetables, soup, rice, beans, fruits and Jell-O are served daily. 



Upcoming Events-September 
10–11 th—WrAP Testing  

13 th—International Sports Day  

      (6th     graders) 

14 th—Parent Support Group  

    Meeting – Preadolescence    
8:30am—Middle School Attic 

15 th—Destination ImagiNation Team 
Manager Training 

18—Celebration of Peace Day  

20 – 22—MS Leadership Conference 

23 – 27 Quality Assurance Review 
Team Visits EA  

I am happy to inform you that the first 
month of the school year has been 
an excellent one. Our students and 
teachers have hit their respective 
strides and those lazy days of vaca-
tion seem like a distant, fond memory 
(having said that I hope that you all 
enjoy the current long weekend).  
Time has gone by quickly and it is 
hard to believe that we are already 
at the first mid quarter.  The mid quar-
ter ended on the 5th September and 
reports will be in the mail next week. 

Please consider the mid quarter re-
port an indication of your child’s aca-
demic progress to date.  If they have 
met, or exceeded, their own expec-
tations, then congratulations are in 

order.  However, if your son or daughter 
is not fulfilling his or her potential, there 
is still plenty of time to improve before 
the first quarter reports.  Please encour-
age them to meet with their teachers, 
attend extra help sessions, increase 
their effort and manage their time 
wisely.  If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding your child’s pro-
gress, please feel free to contact the 
appropriate teacher (e-mail is the best 
method of communication).  Please 
use your PowerSchool login information 
to track your child’s progress frequently, 
as parental involvement is a crucial 
ingredient in a child’s education.   

The In Vivo trips got off to a good start 
and the reports we have been receiv-

ing indicate that they are all having a 
marvelous learning experience.  Those 
of us left behind continue to be a little 
green with envy. 

Upcoming Events—September 
7th Braz. Independence (no school) 
12th   IB Diploma Assembly 
13th  CIS (Council of International 
Schools) College Fair 
28th–30th STUCO Leadership Conference 
2nd – 8th In Vivo G11/12 trips 
12th IB Diploma Assembly 
13th CIS (Council of International Schools) 
College fair 
28th -30th STUCO Leadership Conf. 
October 
3rd GAC Developmental Assets presentation 
for students 

WrAP testing will take place next Mon-
day and Tuesday. Information about 
this standardized measure of writing 
will be mailed home to all Middle 
School families.  

International Sports Day will take place 
on Thursday, September 13th. A class 
meeting was held with all sixth graders 
students on Tuesday, September 4th  to 
describe the event.  The names of all 
interested students – near 100% – were 
put into a hat and participants were 
drawn to ensure generation of the list 
in a fair manner. We hope selected 
students will enjoy this day! 

We hope to see parents attend the 
Middle School Parent Support Group 
on Friday, September 14th in the Mid-
dle School Attic. The topic of the 
meeting is Preadolescence. It will be-
gin at 8:30 AM and end at approxi-
mately at 10:30 AM. 

The new laws for field trips require stu-
dents to carry with them an official ID 
card (Carteira de Identidade) – for 
foreign students, the – Registro Na-
cional de Estrangeiros-RNE card, an 
original passport, or an authenticated 
copy of a birth certificate.  Therefore, 
we highly recommend that all parents 
ensure their students have an official 

identity card. In addition, it is a good 
idea that students carry this with them 
both in and out of school as accord-
ing to Brazilian authorities, a child on 
the street should either be carrying an 
ID or be accompanied by his parents. 
The Brazilian police department ex-
pects every child over the age of 12 to 
have an original ID. Even if your child is 
under the age of 12, he/she is allowed 
to get this document. The original ID 
(not to be confused with the student 
ID card) eliminates the need for stu-
dents to carry their passports or birth 
certificates with them. Please check 
the following web-site for details on 
how to proceed to provide your child 
with the above mentioned document. 

h t t p : / / w w w . d e t r a n . r j . g o v . b r /
_documento.asp?cod=159   

We thank you for your help in ensuring 
each student has an official ID.   

Thanks to the parents who attended 
the parent meeting on the results of 
our Developmental Assets Survey and 
shared ideas of what the school, fam-
ily, and community can do to help 
students gain more assets.  

Midquarter for the first quarter was 
Wednesday, September 5th. Students 
will receive copies of their reports in 

Advisory on Monday, September 10th 
and parents will receive copies in the 
mail. Students who have a grade be-
low 65% will be assigned Parallel Recu-
peration during the Conference Pe-
riod. This is a required class for stu-
dents. If you have any questions re-
garding this, please contact the office. 
Thanks. 

Please note Friday, September 7th is a 
Brazilian holiday and no classes will be 
held on this day. 

Upcoming Events—September 

10–11 th—WrAP Testing  

13 th—International Sports Day (6th 
graders) 

14 th—Parent Support Group Meeting – 
Preadolescence—8:30am—Middle 
School Attic 

15 th—Destination ImagiNation Team 
Manager Training 

18—Schoolwide Celebration of Peace 
Day  

20 – 22—MS Leadership Conference 

 

 

News from the Middle School 
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Gostaria de agradecer a todos os pais que assistiram a 
última reunião do PTA. É muito revigorante saber pais que 
existem tantos pais engajados em trabalhar com o PTA e a escola 
para construir um ambiente acadêmico melhor para nossos 
estudantes. Mostrando à nossas crianças que valorizamos a 
aprendizagem e a educação é importante e será recompensado ao 
longo do seu amadurecimento. Quando você está envolvido na 
educação de sua criança, ela alcança mais.  As reuniões do PTA 
oferecem aos pais a oportunidade de: 

• Encontrar os administradores da escola, professores 
e outros pais  

• Prover informações à escola  
• Estar mais envolvido com a educação e 

desenvolvimento de seu filho (a) 
• Prover um forum para questões 
• Se voluntariar para algum projeto em andamento 

Essas reuniões nos ajudam a manter os canais de 
comunicação entre pais, professores e a administração 
abertos e são uma ótima fonte de informações para os pais.  

As informações importantes nas reuniões do PTA incluem: 
• Relatórios de nossos Headmaster e Principals 
• Atualizações e mudanças na política escolar  
• Programas e projetos na escola organizados pelo 

PTA 
• Atualizações sobre projetos de melhoria e 

manutenção no campus 
• Atividades escolares e eventos da escola  
• Relatórios dos professores sobre os programas 

patrocinados pelo PTA e desenvolvimento do staff 

Então não perca nossas próximas reuniões! Elas acontecem 
sempre na primeira segunda-feira feira de cada mês 
às 8h15 na sala 412.  

Saudações,          

Daniela Meyn – PTA President 

I would like to thank all parents that attended the last PTA 
Meeting. It is very encouraging to see so many parents 
that are committed to working with the PTA and the 
school to build a better academic and social environ-
ment for our students. Showing our children that we value 
learning and education is important and it will pay off in 
the long run. When you’re involved in your child’s educa-
tion, your child achieves more.  The objective of PTA 
Meetings is to keep the lines of communication open 
between parents, teachers and the school administra-
tion.  The meetings are also a great source of information 
and provide parents the opportunity to: 

• Meet school administrators, teachers and other 
parents 

• Provide input to the school 
• Get more involved in your child’s education and 
  development 
• Ask questions 
• Sign-up for ongoing or special projects. 

Information presented at PTA meetings includes reports: 
• From our Headmaster and Principals 
• On school policy and changes  
• On school programs and projects 
• On campus projects, beautification and mainte-

nance  
• On student activities and school events 
• From teachers on PTA-funded programs and staff 

development. 
 

So, don’t miss our next PTA Meetings! They are always 
held on the first Monday of each month at 8:15 am in 
Room 412.  

Best Regards, 

Daniela Meyn – PTA President 

 

Newsletter No. 2 
 

September 6th, 2007 
 

UPDATE ON THE EXCLUSIVE PTA MEMBERSHIP CARD 

Wow! The list of partners is growing!  

All parents and faculty will receive shortly, by mail 
or through the Lower School agendas, the PTA in-
voice and a brochure giving more information 
about the Exclusive Membership Card. To become 
a PTA member you just have to pay the annual 
dues. The first batch of cards will be distributed to 
the parents at the end of the month. 
Contribute to the Newsletter 
If you have an announcement, idea or suggestion, we 
would love to hear it! 
 
Please email:  danielameyn@yahoo.com  
 

EXCLUSIVE PTA MEMBERSHIP CARD 

Wow! A lista de parceiros está crescendo!  

Todos os pais e o corpo docente da escola irão receber em 
breve pelo correio ou através das agendas do Lower 
School, o boleto do PTA e uma brochura explicativa do 
Exclusive Membership Card. Para ser membro do PTA basta 
pagar a anuidade. A primeira leva de cartões sera 
entregue no final deste mês. 

 O PTA continua procurando por novos parceiros, dentro ou 
fora da comunidade, que queiram divulgar e oferecer seus 
serviços para os membros do PTA. Está interessado? 
Conhece alguém que esteja? Por favor entre em contato 
com Daniela Meyn 9124-3118 or Regina Ximenes 9764-9567. 

Caso você tenha sugestões para o Newsletter  nos escreva! 

danielameyn@yahoo.com  


